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This booklet is intended for all residents of Tonka 
Bay.  It will provide you with information regarding 
Tonka Bay’s history, current ordinances, rules and 
regulations, recycling, current rates for 
water/sewer/garbage services, parks, voting and 
other important information.  You can also find this 
information and more on the city’s website at 
www.cityoftonkabay.net. 

 
We hope the information contained in this booklet will be useful to you and that 
you will refer to it often.  Every effort is made to keep the information accurate 
and up-to-date.   
 
Thanks for choosing Tonka Bay as your home! 
 
 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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HISTORY 
Tonka Bay was incorporated as a village on September 11, 1901 and has an interesting 
history.  The city, which has an area of about one square mile, is located between the 
upper and lower bodies of Lake Minnetonka.  It has more Minnetonka shoreline than 
any other city of its size. 
 
Tonka Bay made history long before 1901.  In 1853 Peter Gideon 
staked out a claim of 160 acres in what is now Tonka Bay and where 
Gideon's Bay still bears his name.  Gideon successfully propagated his 
first apples, "The Wealthy," named for his wife, before he died in 1899. 
 
In 1879 on Echo Bay, the first of Minnetonka's great hotels was built.  The Lake Park 
Hotel, later named the Tonka Bay Hotel, contained 200 rooms.  A railroad from 
Minneapolis brought visitors to the hotel for summer visits. 
 
The village was (and still is) an assortment of neighborhoods widely varied in aspect 
and marketable real estate value, and contained several large estates at the turn of the 
century.  Clay Cliffe, located across from City Hall, was built in 1890 and consisted of 28 
acres.  "Old Orchard," another historic home, was built about 1887 by John F. Wilcox, 
the first mayor of Tonka Bay.   
 
Many acres of land along what is now County Road 19 had once been filled with 
orchards.  The wielder of the first ax in the forests was probably a man named Stephen 
Hull, who came to the area in 1853.  Hull left his name on the first cut through the two 
lakes, then called "Hull's Narrows" and located about eighty feet north of West Point 
Road near County Road 19.  Later, a shorter and deeper connection between the upper 
and lower lakes was dredged about a mile further west on the northern boundary of 
Tonka Bay.  The first bridge was built in 1911. 
 

Once the heyday of steam boating died and the tourists left, a more 
stable population of residents began to fill the village.  In 1909, the school 

building was constructed.  Attendance was heavy in the spring and fall.  
As families moved back to the big city during the winter, attendance dropped to a 
handful of residents.  In the period between 1923 and 1931, 31 families lived in the 
village throughout the year.  In 1920, the city's worst fire occurred.  Six homes burned to 
the ground. 
 
The current population of Tonka Bay is 1475 (2010 census).  There are approximately 
651 homes in the City (310 off the lake, 317 on the lake). 
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CITY OFFICES:
  
Tonka Bay City Hall is located at: 4901 Manitou Road, Tonka Bay MN 
55331 
 
City Hall Phone  ------------------------------------------- (952) 474-7994 
Fax   ---------------------------------------------------------- (952) 474-6538 
Public Works Phone  ------------------------------------- (952) 474-2947 

                         Public Works Hours --- 6:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. M-F 
 
Office Hours - ------------------------------------------ 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-Th; Closed Fridays 
Website - -------------------------------------------------------------------------- www.cityoftonkabay.net 
E-mail ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- clink@cityoftonkabay.net 
 

CONTRACT SERVICES 
The City of Tonka Bay provides a variety of services to its residents.  Some of the 
services include:  street and park maintenance, permit services, water and sewer 
services and snow plowing.  The following companies provide additional contract 
services: 
 

SERVICE PROVIDER 
Assessing William Davy (until 8/1/16) 
Building permit inspections Metro West Inspections 
Engineering and Planning WSB & Associates, Inc. 
Fire Department Excelsior Fire District 
Garbage/recycling/yard waste Republic Services 
Police Department South Lake Minnetonka Police Department 

 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
mailto:clink@cityoftonkabay.net
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

CITY WEBSITE 
The City’s website can be visited at www.cityoftonkabay.net.  Current 
and past Council meeting agendas and minutes are on the site as well 
as the City’s zoning ordinance, City Code, past newsletters, and a 
wealth of general information.   
 

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
You can sign up for automatic e-mail information on any of the following:  city council 
minutes, agendas, or packets; dog tag renewal reminders, employment opportunities, 
environment news, garbage-recycling-yard waste news, Hennepin County news, docks, 
newsletters, parks & trails information, public hearing notices, Public Works news, 
recreational fire permit renewal reminders, meter reading card reminders, utility 
payment reminders, Southshore Community Center, Explore Lake Minnetonka, and 
cable TV information.  Go to the city’s website at www.cityoftonkabay.net, click on “E-
mail Subscription Service”, and sign up!  Help the city save money on postage. 
 

TONKA BAY NEWS 
Our quarterly newsletter, “Tonka Bay News” is mailed to residents on a quarterly basis 
who have not signed up for the e-mail version.  It is your source for information on what 
is going on in the community, elections, garbage/recycling/yard waste updates, meeting 
notices, Fall clean-up information, etc.  You can sign up to receive your newsletter by e-
mail at www.cityoftonkabay.net, click on “E-mail Subscription Service”. 
 

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
The Sun Sailor is Tonka Bay's official newspaper, and it is delivered to residences in the 
city.  Free copies are also available at City Hall as are copies of the Lakeshore Weekly. 
 
 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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COMMUNITY 
 

BUS SERVICE 
Bus service to downtown Minneapolis is available through Metro Transit.  Please call 
612-373-3333 for bus route information or visit their website at 
www.metrotransit.org.  If you know the bus route, call the 24-hour 
schedule line at 612-341-4287.  See Dial-a-Ride for information on 
Lake Minnetonka area services. 
 

BUSINESS LISTINGS 
While Tonka Bay may be small, we have many fine businesses in the community.  The 
majority of businesses are located in or near Tonka Village Shopping Center.  
Businesses include a bowling alley, liquor store, salon, fish supplies, clothing stores, 
restaurants, dry cleaner, and a coffee shop.  For up-to-date contact information, go to 
the city’s website at www.cityoftonkabay.net and click on “Explore Lake Minnetonka”. 
 

CABLE TV 
Mediacom Cablevision provides cable TV service to Tonka Bay.  They can be reached 
at the following numbers: 

Sales/billing 1-800-332-0245 Service/repair 1-800-422-1473 
 
DIAL-A-RIDE 
Dial-a-Ride Route 641 serves the south 
lake communities.  Rides are available 
Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday, 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.  Call Midwest Paratransit 
Services at 952-401-1749 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
weekdays, and 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Saturdays, to schedule your ride.  There 
is a fee of $2.00 for the general public.   
 

EMPLOYERS 
Major employers in Tonka Bay include 
First Student and Xcel Energy.  Other 
employers include: All American 
Recreation, Country Club Lanes, Truffle 
Hill Chocolate Factory, various 
businesses located in Tonka Village, 
Tonka Bay Marina, and The Caribbean.  
Check the city’s website under “Around 
Lake Minnetonka” for addresses, phone 
numbers, or websites for those 
businesses that supplied information.

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 
Every January, Tonka Bay joins forces with the cities of Excelsior 
and Shorewood to celebrate “Arctic Fever”.  The celebration is held 
the Saturday in January prior to the Martin Luther King holiday.  
Events are held throughout the three communities, and not all of 
them are outdoor events.  Volunteers are always needed.  Check out 
the www.arcticfever.org for more information and the city’s website at 
www.cityoftonkabay.net.  

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.arcticfever.org/
http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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LIBRARY 
Hennepin County Library is your partner for lifelong learning.  Recognized as one of the 
top libraries in the United States, the 41-library system serves 1.1 million Hennepin 
County residents and offers more than five million books, CDs, DVDs and other items in 
more than forty languages.  They have 1,750 public computers.  The Library also serves 
County residents through outreach to customers who are homebound, in senior 
residences, and in correctional facilities.  Focusing on early literacy, out-of-school time, 
jobs and small business support, lifelong learning and individuals 55+, the Library 
weaves diversity throughout each area. 

 
The closest branch of the Hennepin County Library is located in Excelsior 
at Water Street, Excelsior, MN, 952-847-5450.  Other libraries in the area 
are located in Mound, Minnetonka, and Wayzata.   For more information, 
check out www.hclib.org. 
 

Excelsior Library Hours: 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

Closed 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Noon – 8 p.m. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Noon – 8 p.m. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 
Some of the free public library materials and services include: 
• Books for all ages 
• Current and past issues of newspapers and magazines 
• DVDs, audio books, downloadable audio books, videos and 

music 
• Reference service, in person, online and by telephone 
• Internet access and more than 120 online databases 
• Free reserves, renewals, and inter-library loans 
• Special events for adults and youth of all ages, including story times, author talks, 

and an extensive summer program. 
• Hennepin County Library offers At-Home service to people 

who can’t go to the library due to disability, illness, or visual 
impairment.  Check out the website for further information 
at:  www.hclib.org/pub/info/outreach/at_home.cfm.  

• Opportunities to volunteer in the library and as a member of 
the Friends of the Excelsior library 

 

POST OFFICE 
The closest post office to Tonka Bay is located in Excelsior at 545 - 2nd Street 
Phone – 1-800-275-8777 and their website is:  www.usps.com 
 

 
 

http://www.hclib.org/
http://www.hclib.org/pub/info/outreach/at_home.cfm
http://www.usps.com/
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SCHOOLS 
Tonka Bay is located in Minnetonka School District 276.  The main number for the 
District is 952-401-5000.  Tonka Bay residents of school age attend the following public 
schools: 
 

AGE  SCHOOL  PHONE NUMBER 
Grade school (K-5)  Minnewashta Elementary  952-401-5500 
Middle school (6-8)  Minnetonka West  952-401-5300 
High School (9-12)  Minnetonka High School  952-401-5700 

 

SOUTHSHORE COMMUNITY CENTER 
The Southshore Community Center is located at 5735 Country Club Road in 
Shorewood.  The Center is open from approximately 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  As the heart 
of active living, the Community Center offers a variety of activities, classes, and 

enrichment opportunities throughout the 
year for residents of all ages.   
  
Rental space is also available for your 
business and leisure events. Call (952) 474-
7635 or email director@southshore-
center.org for reservations, information on 
programs, and building/room rentals. 
 
 

mailto:director@southshore-center.org
mailto:director@southshore-center.org
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ANIMAL CONTROL 
 

DOGS 
Dogs are not allowed to run at large at any time.  All dogs over six months of age must 
be licensed.  No more than two dogs are permitted per household.  Licenses, which are 
obtained at City Hall, are $16.00.  Proof of rabies vaccination must be provided at the 
time a license is obtained.  Tags can also be ordered by mail with proof of rabies 
vaccination.  Forms are available on line at www.cityoftonkabay.net.  The City contracts 
with SLMPD for enforcement of its dog ordinance.  If your dog gets lost, call City Hall at 
952-474-7994 and SLMPD animal control at 763-525-6210.   
 

 
 

 
DOG TAG ORDER FORM: 
Use the following form to order your dog tag by mail.  Tags are $20 each.  Add $1.00 for 
postage and handling. 
 
--------------------------------------------------cut here-------------------------------------------------------- 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
DOG TAG NO.  

 

RECEIPT NO.  
DATE  

 
CITY OF TONKA BAY 
2016 DOG LICENSE 
4901 MANITOU ROAD 

TONKA BAY MN  55331 
952-474-7994 

OWNER’S 
NAME 

  
PHONE 

 

 
ADDRESS 

 

 
DOG’S NAME 

 AGE  COLOR  

 
SEX: 

 
M    F 

 
WEIGHT 

  
BREED 

 

 
RABIES VACCINE BY 

 

 
DATE OF VACCINE 

 RABIES 
TAG NO. 

 TAG EXP. 
DATE 
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ELECTIONS 
 

WHERE DO YOU VOTE? 
Tonka Bay has one precinct for City elections.  All Tonka Bay residents who are 
registered voters vote at City Hall.   
 

WHAT IF I WANT TO RUN FOR MAYOR? 
Municipal elections are held in even-numbered years.  There 
are two Council seats and the Mayor seat open at these 
elections.  We welcome active participation from our residents. 
Filing for office begins August 2 for two weeks for the 2016 
election. 

 
VOTING ELIGIBILITY 
In order to vote, you must be 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States and a 
resident of Minnesota for twenty days prior to an election.  Voters may register at the 
polls on Election Day.  Registration applications are also available at City Hall, on the 
City’s website at www.cityoftonkabay.net.  The deadline to pre-register for an election is 
twenty days prior to the election. 
 

ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION 
In order to register on Election Day at the polling location, 
you must provide one of the following acceptable forms of 
identification to prove your eligibility: 
• A MN driver’s license, learner’s permit, ID card, or a 

Tribal identification card with your current address (or the 
receipt for renewal or change of the license or ID.) 

• A “Notice of Late Registration” received from your city 
clerk if your voter registration application was received after the last day to pre-
register. 

• One of the following documents that contains your name and photo: MN driver’s 
license, MN Id card, or a MN tribal ID card with a previous address, US passport, US 
military ID card or student ID card from a MN college AND a bill for electric, water, 
gas, telephone (includes cell and VOIP), cable TV, sewer or solid waste services 
with a due date within thirty days of the election that contains your name and current 
address. 

• Another registered voter living in Tonka Bay who will come to the polling location 
with you to vouch for your residency. 

 
If you are a college student, you may also use your college student ID card with your 
name and photo if your college has provided a list of students to the County. 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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ABSENTEE VOTING 
Recent changes to State law allow you to now vote absentee without a reason.  You 
can vote either in person or by mail before Election Day by voting absentee.  Call City 
Hall for an application or download the form at www.cityoftonkabay.net. 
 

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 
Minnetonka School District administers the school board elections.  They are held in 
odd-numbered years or opposite years from the municipal elections.   
 
Tonka Bay residents vote at Minnewashta Elementary School on Smithtown Road in 
Shorewood.  For further information, contact 952-401-5033.  The same absentee voting 
regulations apply. 
 

GARBAGE, RECYCLING, AND 
YARD WASTE COLLECTION 

Republic Services provides refuse collection through a contract with the 
City.  The refuse at all homes is picked up every Monday.  Each 
household is limited to two 32-gallon cans of garbage per week.  Republic 

has an extra item pick up charge for miscellaneous items such as 
appliances, chairs, mattresses, etc.    Please call (952) 941-5174 to 
schedule an extra pickup. 

 
The contractor observes the following holidays: New Year's Day, Memorial Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.  If one of the above holidays falls on 
Monday, pick up will be on Tuesday of that week. 
  

GARBAGE RATES 
Garbage rates are divided into three categories with quarterly rates as follows (2015 
rates): 
 

Regular/Non Recycling 77.18 
Regular/Recycling    37.20 
Senior/Recycling  34.75 

 
Seniors 65 years of age or older are limited to one 32-gallon can.  Persons interested in 
taking advantage of the senior rate should contact City Hall to specify that you meet the 
senior citizen requirement.  All residents are charged a $37.20 fee for recycling.  
Residents who recycle are charged a lower garbage rate than those who do not recycle.   
Garbage rates are billed quarterly on the water and sewer bill. 
  

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 
Hennepin County has two hazardous waste disposal sites located in Brooklyn Park and 
Bloomington.  Household hazardous wastes, recyclables, scrap metal, and problem 
materials are accepted at the sites.  For further information, call the hazardous waste 
and recycling office or 24-hour recycling hotline at 612-348-3777.  You can also go to 
www.hennepin.us, key word search “A to Z” or “Drop off facilities” for additional 
information. 
 
You can also take hazardous waste to the collection site in Carver County located at 
116 Peavey Circle in Chaska.  Contact www.co.carver.mn.us/ec or 952-361-1835. 
 
From time to time, the County sponsors collections in other areas throughout the 
county.  The website and quarterly newsletters will keep you updated on when and 
where they will be held.   

http://www.hennepin.us/
http://www.co.carver.mn.us/ec
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RECYCLING (SINGLE-SORT) 
Curbside single-sort recycling pickup is provided every two weeks.  Refer to the 

calendar provided in your welcome packet, pick up a copy at City Hall, or 
go online at www.cityoftonkabay.net to see the current schedule.   
 
Pickups are every other Monday.  Republic Services provides recycling 
containers.  All of the following items can be placed together in the cart: 
 

• Newspapers and Newspaper Inserts   •Magazines 
• Catalogs      •Junk Mail and Envelopes 
• Cardboard and Office/School Papers  •Boxboard (cracker, cereal, etc.) 
• Brown Paper Bags     •Aluminum Cans 
• Tin Cans      •Glass Jars and Bottles  
• Plastic Milk Jugs     • Plastic Bottles 
• Plastic bags 
 
If unsure, check the bottom of the item for a number.  If it is 01 through 07, it is 
recyclable. 
 
Please Do Not Recycle These Items: 

• Food waste      • Food tainted items 
• Pizza boxes*     • Plastic cups and silverware  
• Aluminum foil     • Aerosol cans 
 
Recycling Carts - Recycling carts are available by calling Republic Services at 952-
941-5174. 
 
Recycling/Non-Recycling Garbage Rates - The City feels that those persons who 
take the time to recycle should pay a lower garbage rate than those who do not recycle.   
 
Batteries – Household batteries can be brought to City Hall for recycling. 
 
Recycling/Yard Waste Fee of $37.20 per household is included in the quarterly utility 
billing. 
 
When the contractor drives by your home on Monday mornings, he will pick up your 
garbage and recyclables (if it is the correct week).  Please place the cart in such a way 
that the mechanical arm from the truck can pick it up without trees, basketball hoops, 
etc. in the way and with the opening facing the street.  Please call Republic Services 
after 3:00 p.m. if your collection is missed on pickup day. 
 

 
 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
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YARD WASTE COLLECTION 
Republic Services provides curbside collection of yard waste.  The 
yard waste collection is the same day as refuse and recycling 
collection.  Separate trucks pass through the City every Monday for 
refuse, recyclables, and yard wastes.  Typically, the first collection is 
the second Monday in April and the last collection of yard waste for 
the year is in November (week changes depending on the weather).  
Call City Hall to confirm the starting and ending dates.  Yard waste 

(leaves and/or grass clippings only) should be placed at the curb, bagged in 
compostable bags and separated from your refuse by at least two feet so that there are 
two distinct piles - one for garbage and one for yard waste.  Yard waste collection 
provides an excellent opportunity for the community to conserve diminishing landfill 
space, so please help by participating in this program.   
 

FALL CLEAN UP 
Once a year, the City provides a free city-wide clean up.  Prior to the clean up, the fall 
newsletter will indicate what Republic Services will and will not pick up.  Information will 
also be provided on the city’s website at www.cityoftonkabay.net. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The following is a list of miscellaneous facts about Tonka Bay: 
 

Acres in City 632 
Employers Xcel Energy, First Student, Country Club Lanes, 

Tonka Bay Marina, and Tonka Village (Caribou 
Coffee, Hazellewood Grill & Tap Room, 
Heartbreakers, Joey Nova’s, Lady Jane Boutique, RE: 
Desktop, Sanctuary SalonSpa, Sir Knight Cleaners, 
and The Fish Guy and Pet Supply). 

Households 651 (310 off lake; 317 on lake) 
Ordinary High Water Mark 929.4 
Population 1475 (2010 Census) 
School District 276 
Street Miles 9.4 
Tax District 97 
Type of Government Plan A 

 

VITAL STATISTICS 
These are the city’s vital statistics according to the 2010 Census: 
 

TOTAL POPULATION 1,475 
AGED 65 PLUS 211 
AGED 18 AND OVER 1,127 
UNDER 18 348 
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GOVERNMENT 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
The City operates under a Mayor/Council form of government consisting of a five 
member City Council of which the Mayor is a voting member.    The City Administrator is 
responsible for administrative details and daily operations.  City Council meetings are 

held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month and begin at 
7:00 p.m.  Residents are encouraged to attend the meetings.  
Meeting agendas are available at City Hall after 4 p.m. on the 
Thursday prior to the meeting, on the city’s website 
(www.cityoftonkabay.net), or by signing up for automatic e-mail 
on the website.  Current city officials are: 
 

MAYOR Gerry De La Vega Term expires 2016 
COUNCILMEMBERS Jeff Anderson Term expires 2018 
 Jonathan Grothe Term expires 2018 
 Elli Ansari Term expires 2016 
 Jeff Clapp Term expires 2016 

 

COUNTY/STATE/FEDERAL OFFICIALS 
Tonka Bay is located in Federal Congressional District 3, Hennepin County District 6, 
State Senate District 33 and House District 33B.  You can contact your legislators as 
follows: 
 
OFFICE NAME ADDRESS PHONE WEBSITE/EMAIL 
Governor Mark Dayton 130 State Capitol 

75 Constitution Ave 
St. Paul MN 55155 

651-296-3391 www.governor.state.mn.us 
 

US Senators Al Franken 320 Hart Senate Off Bldg. 
Washington DC  20510 

202-224-5641 franken.senate.gov/?p=contact 
Amy Klobuchar 202-224-3244 klobuchar.senate.gov/emailamy.cfm 

US Rep. Dist. 3 Erik Paulsen 250 Prairie Center Dr #230 
Eden Prairie MN  55344 

952-405-8510 www.house.gov/ramstad 
mn03@mail.house.gov 

State Senator 
Dist. 33 

Dave Osmek 119 State Office Bldg 
St. Paul MN  55155-1206 

651-296-1282 Sen.dave.osmek@senate.mn 

State Rep.  
Dist. 33B 

Cindy Pugh 215 State Office Bldg 
St. Paul MN  55155-1206 

651-296-4315 rep.cindy.pugh@house.mn 

Henn. County 
Comm. Dist. 6 

Janis Callison A2400 Government Center 
Minneapolis MN  55480 

612-348-7886 jan.callison@co.hennepin.mn.us 

Three Rivers 
Park Dist. 4 

John Gunyou 3000 Xenium Lane North 
Plymouth MN 55441 

763-559-6730 commissioners@threeriversparkdistrict.
org 

 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.governor.state.mn.us/
http://www.house.gov/ramstad
mailto:mn03@mail.house.gov
mailto:Sen.dave.osmek@senate.mn
mailto:rep.cindy.pugh@house.mn
mailto:jan.callison@co.hennepin.mn.us
mailto:commissioners@threeriversparkdistrict.org
mailto:commissioners@threeriversparkdistrict.org
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NEW RESIDENTS 
 

HOMESTEAD APPLICATIONS 
New property owners can file for homestead at City Hall.  The deadline for filing mid-
year is June 30, and the deadline for the year is December 1.  Please bring a copy of 
the Certificate of Real Estate Value and Deed you got at your closing with you.  A copy 
will be made to send to our City Assessor, Bill Davy, with the application you will fill out 
at City Hall.   
 

SANITARY SEWER 
Sewer is billed at a flat rate of $132.50 (2016 rate) per quarter.  Sewage treatment 
services are provided by the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services.  Sewage 
leaving Tonka Bay is metered and treated at a Met Council treatment site.  Each city is 
billed for the amount of sewage treated.  Rates vary by city because of population and 
the way each city calculates the fee.  Some cities base their sewer rate on how much 
water the resident uses, while Tonka Bay charges a flat rate. 
 

SEWER BACKUPS 
Refer to your welcome packet of information for helpful information on what to do if a 
sewer backup occurs. 
 

UTILITY BILLING 
The utility billing phone number is 952-474-7994 for all billing inquiries and moving-
related information.  Bills are sent quarterly (January, April, July, and October).  Water 
rates are based on quarterly usage.  2016 residential rates are: 
 

Sewer $132.50/residence 
Water $25.00 base rate PLUS 
     0 – 15,999 gallons      $4.44 for every 1000 gallons 
     16,000 – 30,999 gallons      $4.65 for every 1000 gallons 
     31,000 – 45,999 gallons      $5.13 for every 1000 gallons  
     46,000 and above      $6.41 for every 1000 gallons 
Garbage See “Garbage” section 
Recycling See “Recycling” section 
Storm Drainage Fee $3.50 
MN Water Fee 1.59 
Solid Waste Mgmt. Fee 
(tax on garbage) 

State – 9.75% County – 9.00% 

Any payments not received by the due date will result in a ten percent late payment 
penalty.  All delinquent accounts are certified in November to Hennepin County for 
collection with property taxes. 
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UTILITY COMPANIES 
The following utility companies serve the residents of Tonka Bay: 
 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME PHONE NUMBER 
CABLE TV MEDIACOM CABLEVISION 1-800-332-0245 
ELECTRIC XCEL ENERGY 1-800-895-4999 
GAS CENTERPOINT ENERGY 612-372-4720 
PHONE QWEST 1-800-244-1111 
WATER CITY OF TONKA BAY 952-474-7994 
SEWER CITY OF TONKA BAY 952-474-7994 
GARBAGE CITY OF TONKA BAY 952-474-7994 
RECYCLING CITY OF TONKA BAY 952-474-7994 

 

VEHICLE LICENSES 
The following is a list of where to go for the most common licensing needs: 
 

 
 
LOCATION 

 
ROAD 
TEST 

RENEW 
DRIVER 
LICENSE 

 
LICENSE 
PLATES 

DNR REG. 
(BOATS, 
ATV, ETC) 

Ridgedale Service Center 
12601 Ridgedale Dr. #108 
Minnetonka 
612-348-8240 

 X X X 

Excelsior License Center 
21550 Highway 7 
Excelsior 
952-474-6929 

  X X 

Wayzata City Hall 
600 East Rice Street 
Wayzata 

 X X  

Carver County Serv. Ctr. 
7808 Kerber Blvd. 
Chanhassen 
952-361-3900 

 X X X 

West Metro Service Ctr. 
2455 Fernbrook Lane 
Plymouth 
763-476-3042 

X    

Carver County Serv. Ctr. 
418 Pine Street 
Chaska 
952-448-3740 

X X X X 

 
Call first for hours of operation and to verify information is current as it is always subject 
to change.  For additional locations and services, go to www.dps.state.mn.us.  
 

http://www.dps.state.mn.us/
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
 

CITY PARKS 
C M O P W PARK FEATURES  
 √    Baseball Field  
 √   √ Basketball/Sport Court  
√    √ Beach C = Crescent Beach 
 √   √ Drinking Fountain  
  √   Fishing Pier M = Manitou Park 
    √ Football Field  
 √ √  √ Grill O = Old Orchard Park 
 √    Hockey Rink  
 √    Ice Skating Area P = Pleasant Park 
√    √ Lifeguards (Seasonal)  
√ √ √  √ Parking Lot W = Wekota Beach/Park 
 √    Picnic Shelter Refer to your Welcome 
 √ √ √ √ Picnic Tables folder for the map 
 √ √ √ √ Playground Equipment showing park locations 
 √    Soccer Area  
    √ Tennis Court  
   √  Volleyball Court  
 √    Warming House  
 
Tonka Bay is proud of their parks and playground facilities.  Recycling bins have been 
added to all parks. 
 
Crescent Beach –located on Birch Bluff Road.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

This beach is jointly owned and operated with our neighboring city, Shorewood.  
Parking is available.  A lifeguard is on duty in the summer. 
 
Old Orchard Park - located along County Road 19 (Manitou Road) next to the City 
Hall.     
 

Dock spaces are available to residents for rental, but there is a 
waiting list.  Also available for rental are boat slides and canoe 
racks.  Call City Hall if you would like more information. 
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Pleasant Park – located just north of Pleasant Avenue on Pleasant Lane East and 
West, west of Manitou Road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Manitou Park - located on Manitou Road 
 

 
 
It is the largest park in Tonka Bay.  Many sporting events are conducted here 
throughout the year.   A brand new sport court was installed in 2012.   
 
Wekota Beach and Park - located on West Point Road.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

A lifeguard is on duty during the summer.  Refer to the quarterly newsletter or city 
website for more information. 
 
Park Donations - Whether you want to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one or help a park in need, there is an opportunity to do 
so through the park donation program.  The Donation Program was 
established to give citizens the opportunity to assist the City of Tonka Bay 
in replacing or adding to park amenities through donations. In return, 
citizens have the opportunity to recognize someone or something through 
the installation of a plaque. 
 

DOCKS-SLIPS-CANOE RACKS 
City-owned docks located south of City Hall are available for rent to 
Tonka Bay residents.  There is a waiting list.  Call City Hall for an 
application to have your name put on the resident waiting list once 
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you become a resident of the city.  You can also get the form off the website at 
www.cityoftonkabay.net under Forms.  Slips for smaller boats and a rack for canoes or 
kayaks are also available. 
 

DOG PARKS 
The closest off-leash dog park is at Lake Minnewashta Regional Park just south of 
Highway 7 on Highway 41.  There is a separate area for small dogs.  There is an 
admission fee.  For more information, go to www.co.carver.mn.us, click on “Off-Leash 
Dog Park”. 
 

FIRE LANES 
There are 21 fire lanes located in Tonka Bay, which provide lake access to the public.  
There are three classes of fire lanes.   
 
Class I 

Class I lanes are for pedestrian access to the lake, fishing from shore, and launching 
canoes and other small boats not requiring a trailer.  Class I fire lanes include:  
Crescent – Birch Bluff Road, Lake Place – Birch Bluff Road, West Point – West Point 
Avenue, North Sunrise – Sunrise Avenue, South Sunrise – 
Sunrise Avenue, Aspen – Lakeview Avenue, Hazel – Lakeview 
Avenue, Pearl – Pearl Street, Hill Street, North Channel – 
Woodpecker Ridge Road, South Channel – Crabapple Lane, 
Woodlawn – Mound Avenue, North Manitou – south end of 
Mound Avenue, Apgar – Florence Drive, North Brentwood – 
Brentwood Avenue, and South Brentwood – Brentwood Avenue. 
 
Class II 

 
Class II lanes can be used for all the activities as designated in 
Class I as well as snowmobile access during the winter.  Class II 
fire lanes include:  Interlachen – Manitou Road, South Waseca, 
Woodpecker Ridge Road, and Bay Street. 
 
 

 
Class III 

Class III lanes are for fishing, boat launching and winter vehicular access to the lake.  
North Waseca is the only Class III fire lane in Tonka Bay. 
 
Automobile, boat trailer and snowmobile parking on or adjacent to 
any fire lane are prohibited.  All fire lanes are designated on the 
City’s zoning map, which is available for review at the City Hall. 
 

 

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.co.carver.mn.us/
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FISHING ACCESS 
Fishing is one of the top activities enjoyed by 
Minnesotans.  Shoreline fishing is available at 
the Narrows Channel (shown on left) located 
on Circle Road and at a platform located next 
to the city docks and City Hall in Old Orchard 
Park (shown on right) on Manitou Road 
(County Road 19).  For more information, visit 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing_piers/index.html 
  

MINNETONKA COMMUNITY ED 
Minnetonka Community Education offers a variety of individual organized sports 
organizations, park programs, swimming lessons, and educational opportunities for all 
ages.  To receive a quarterly catalog of activities, visit www.mcesonline.com. 
 

SNOWMOBILES 
Snowmobiles may gain access to the lake only on fire lanes that permit that use.  Fire 
lanes designated for this access include: 
 

#3   Interlachen Lane #13 Woodpecker Ridge Road 
#5   North Waseca Avenue #18 Bay Street 
#8   South Waseca Avenue   

 
Hours of use are 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The speed limit for entering fire lanes is 10 
mph and on the road 20 mph. 
 

SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS 
The following are websites for sports organizations in the Tonka Bay area: 
Adult Softball ........................................................... www.eteams.com/southshoresoftball 
Minnetonka Youth Hockey ..................................................... tonkahockey@comcast.net 
South Tonka Baseball ..................................................................... www.southtonkall.org 
Tonka Babe Ruth Baseball .......................................................... www.tonkababeruth.org 
Tonka Football Association ......................................... www.minnetonkafootball.org/youth 
Tonka United Soccer ........................................................................ www.tonkaunited.org 
 

THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT 
The Three Rivers Park District offers year-round facilities which include nature centers, 
golf courses, downhill skiing, trails, camping, swimming, boating, picnicking, ice skating, 
and snow shoeing throughout the metropolitan area.  Mainly are conveniently located in 
the Lake Minnetonka area.  Maps are available at City Hall. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing_piers/index.html
http://www.mcesonline.com/
http://www.eteams.com/southshoresoftball
mailto:tonkahockey@comcast.net
http://www.southtonkall.org/
http://www.tonkababeruth.org/
http://www.minnetonkafootball.org/youth
http://www.tonkaunited.org/
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PERMITS & REGULATIONS 
 

BUILDING PERMITS 
All building projects which involve a structural change, deck, reroofing, 
plumbing, heating, new additions, insulation, substantial remodeling, or 
construction of a fence require a building permit.  The City contracts with 
Metro West Inspections for all building inspections.  They can be reached 
at (763) 479-1720.  Electrical inspections are handled through the State of 
Minnesota, and the electrical inspector can be reached at (952) 233-8988. 

 

BURGLAR ALARMS 
There is no charge for answering a legitimate burglar alarm call, but there is a penalty 
for false alarms. Every alarm user who, within a twelve-month period, incurs more than 
two (2) false police alarms or more than one (1) false fire alarm shall be required to 
obtain an alarm user permit. 
 

CONSTRUCTION HOURS 
Hours when construction can occur in Tonka Bay are as follows: 
 
Monday – Friday: -------------------------------------------------------------- 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Weekends: -------------------------------------------------------------------- 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Contact the police with any violations at 763-525-6210. 
 

DIGGING A HOLE 
Gopher State One Call will contact utility companies to mark buried electricity, gas, and 
utility lines on your property when you plan to dig.  Phone them at 651-454-0002.   
 

DOCKS 
The Tonka Bay Dock Ordinance states that each parcel of land in a 
residential district shall be limited to one dock providing for a 
maximum of two slips.  The City Council may, by special permit, grant 
up to two additional slips for a total maximum of four slips per parcel 
upon showing that all slips are used for boats owned exclusively by 

the person owning or residing on the property.  Docks should not be constructed within 
ten feet of the side lot line of any parcel.  Boathouses, decks, roofs or any other 
structure above the horizontal plane of the dock may not be erected, except boat slips 
or slip structures as regulated by the dock ordinance.  There are also special setback 
requirements for structures in the water.  The Lake Minnetonka Conservation District 
regulations are available at www.lmcd.org. 

http://www.lmcd.org/
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FIREWORKS 
The sale, possession and use of some non-explosive and non-aerial consumer 
fireworks are now permitted in Minnesota.  Legal fireworks include sparklers, cones, 
and tubes that emit sparks and novelty items like snakes and party poppers.  These 
fireworks may not be used on public property.   
 

HOUSE NUMBERS 
House numbers no less that 2-1/2 inches high are required to be posted on all houses 
and should be visible from the street.  
 

JUNK 
All automobiles, boats, trailers and snowmobiles must be currently 
licensed and operable or else they are considered abandoned 
vehicles.  Outside storage of building materials is limited to thirty days 
prior to the issuance of a building permit, during actual building, or 
thirty days after the permit expiration. 
 

PEDDLERS 
All door-to-door solicitors require a permit in Tonka Bay.  If a salesperson comes to your 
door, request to see a copy of their permit.  The permit regulates what can be sold and 
the days of the week and hours of solicitation.   
 

ROAD RESTRICTIONS 
The City of Tonka Bay posts road restrictions city wide every spring (usually in February 
or March).  Weight restrictions are 4-ton per axle with no permits given.  Posting dates 
for the beginning and end of road restrictions are based on the Mn/DOT schedule.  As a 
resident, it is important for you to know when road restrictions are posted if you are 
planning to move or have scheduled any construction project that could require heavy 
equipment or construction vehicles. 
 
Mn/DOT gives Tonka Bay a 3-day notice every spring when road restrictions should be 
in place and when they should be lifted.  Call the Mn/DOT hotline at (651) 406-4701 for 
an update on road restrictions, check the City’s website, or go to Mn/DOT road 
restrictions:  www.mnroad.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits/slindex.asp. 
 

SIGN REGULATIONS 
Garage sale signs cannot be placed in any public right-of-way.  The signs 
cannot exceed four square feet and must be removed within two days 
after the sale.  Real estate signs are also prohibited in the public right-
of-way and cannot exceed six square feet unless a permit has been 
issued.  Only one sign shall be allowed per lot and shall not be illuminated. 

http://www.mnroad.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits/slindex.asp
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SUMP PUMPS 
It is a violation of City ordinances to discharge a sump pump into the city’s sewer 
system.  Please contact City Hall for proper installation guidelines. 
 
Note:  this is a condensed list of permit regulations and requirements in Tonka Bay.  If 
you are unsure whether you need a permit or what laws are in effect, contact City Hall 
at 952-474-7994 or clink@cityoftonkabay.net. 
 

mailto:clink@cityoftonkabay.net


 25 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
In addition to serving Tonka Bay, the Excelsior Fire District (EFD) also serves the cities 
of Excelsior, Shorewood, Greenwood and Deephaven.  They can be reached at (952) 
960-1650.  E-mail address is: chief@excelsiorfire.org.  They share a campus with the 
South Lake Minnetonka Police Department on Smithtown Road in Shorewood.   
 
The District sponsors fun activities for the family during the year (Open House, free 
movie) and has an annual dance in July.  Visit their website for more information at 
www.excelsiorfire.org.  
 

BURNING 
Open burning is not permitted in Tonka Bay.  An annual recreational fire permit is 
available by applying at City Hall or downloading the form at www.cityoftonkabay.net, 
click on “Forms”.  The permit is free of charge and expires on December 31 every year.   
 
A few do’s and don’ts for residential burning: 
 
Do clear a 10-foot area around your fire pit area. 
Do keep a hose and/or shovel handy while burning. 
Do have small fires – no larger than 3 x 2. 
Do stay with your fire at all times. 
Don’t burn any type of plastics, rubber products, paint, paint cans, fiberglass 

products, carpeting, furniture, stumps, household garbage, or any other materials that 
produce offensive odors. 

Don’t light fires on windy days. 
Don’t burn without a burn permit. 
 
Questions regarding the recreational fire permit can be directed to the Excelsior Fire 
District Fire Marshal at 952-401-4396. 
 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
The South Lake Minnetonka Police Department (SLMPD) serves the cities of Tonka 
Bay, Shorewood, Excelsior and Greenwood.  The office number is (952) 474-3261.  E-
mail address is:  nswanson@southlakepd.com.  They share a campus with the 
Excelsior Fire District on Smithtown Road in Shorewood. 
 

mailto:chief@excelsiorfire.org
http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
mailto:nswanson@southlakepd.com
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CRIME PREVENTION TIPS 
The SLMPD offers the following tips to minimize the risk of your home being burglarized 

during vacation times: 
1. Make your home look and sound like someone is home. 
2. Arrange for someone to mow the lawn if you’ll be gone for an 

extended period of time. 
3. Have mail/newspapers stopped or picked up by a neighbor. 
4. Leave a vehicle in the driveway or ask a neighbor to 

occasionally park in your driveway. 
5. Call SLMPD at 952-474-3261 to be placed on the vacation house checklist. 
6. Make sure all doors and windows are locked. 
 

JUVENILE CURFEW 
The South Lake Minnetonka Police Department would like to remind kids and parents 
that the Hennepin County Curfew law must be observed and will be enforced.  The law 
dictates the following by age: 
  

Under 12 - 9:00 p.m. weekdays, 10:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
12 to 14 – 10:00 p.m. weekdays, 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
15 to 17 – 11:00 p.m. weekdays, 12:00 a.m. (midnight) Friday and Saturday 

  
Exceptions:  
The juvenile is accompanied by a parent/guardian or other responsible adult, is 
engaged in lawful employment or is going to or from work, is involved in an emergency 
situation, is going to/attending/returning from an official school, religious, or other 
activity sponsored and/or supervised by a public entity or civic organization, is on an 
errand at the direction of a parent/guardian, or is on the boulevard or sidewalk abutting 
the property of the juvenile’s residence.   
 

MINNESOTA NIGHT TO UNITE 
EFD and SLMPD are proud to be a part of the annual Minnesota Night to Unite 
campaign held on the first Tuesday in August.  This program is designed to strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and fire/police-community partnerships and to send a message to 
criminals that residents are organized and dedicated to keeping their neighborhoods 
safe.  Officers are available to stop by any neighborhood activities.  Please contact the 
SLMPD Community Service/Crime Prevention Officer at 952-474-3261 to make 
arrangements for a visit.  EFD can be contacted at 952-960-1650. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

GREEN UP YOUR LAWN 
Do you know you live on waterfront property?  You do if there is a storm 
drain nearby.  These drains carry runoff water directly to lakes and 
rivers.  Whatever washes off your yard and street runs directly into 
these waters.  That includes lawn fertilizer, grass clippings, pet 
waste, tree leaves and seeds – all sources of phosphorus, the 
plant nutrient that turns lakes and rivers green with algae.  
Some ways to help: 
• Sweep up grass clippings and fertilizer. 
• Scoop up pet waste. 
• Choose a zero-phosphorus fertilizer. 
• Rake leaves, seeds and grass clippings out of the street and gutter 
 

WATER CONSERVATION TIPS 
The following are ways to help conserve and protect the quality of water resources in 
Tonka Bay: 

• Give the lawn ½-1” of water at a time and only when grass starts to 
“curl”.  Water during the evening or at night when water won’t 
evaporate. 

• A leaky faucet should never be disregarded.  For example, a “minor” 
drip of 60 drops per minute can use 192 gallons per month. 

• Check for toilet leaks.  A leak can waste more than 100 gallons of 
water per day.  To check, put a little food coloring in your toilet tank.  After several 
minutes, if the color appears in the toilet you have a leaky gasket. 

• Take shorter showers.  Long showers waste 5-10 gallons every minute. 
• Install water-saving devices for your showerhead and toilet. 
• Keep drinking water in the refrigerator to eliminate the practice of running tap water 

to cool it off for drinking. 
 
BASIC INFORMATION ON STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEMS AND HOW RESIDENTS 
CAN IMPACT WATER QUALITY: 
• Anything that enters a storm drain goes directly to a local lake or river, not to a 

wastewater treatment facility. 
• Sweep paved surfaces instead of washing them. 
• Don’t pour any used oil or antifreeze down your sewer drain!  One pint of used motor 

oil can contaminate thousands of gallons of water, making it unfit to drink. 
 
 
 
 



 28 

For additional information, check out the following websites: 
 
CONSERVATION WEBSITE ADDRESS 
Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts www.watershed.org or 

www.shorelandmanagement.org 
Hennepin Conservation District www.hcd.hennepin.mn.us 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  – 
Waters 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters 

Minnehaha Creek Watershed District www.minnehahacreek.org 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency www.pca.state.mn.us 
 

WATER FACTS 
Water hardness 8-9 grains 
Water fluoride 1.0 – 1.2 parts per million 
Water pressure 50 – 65 pounds 

 
Water softeners are not needed in Tonka Bay in homes with City water. 
 
 

http://www.watershed.org/
http://www.shorelandmanagement.org/
http://www.hcd.hennepin.mn.us/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters
http://www.minnehahacreek.org/
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
COMPANY PHONE  WEBSITE/E-MAIL 
Animal Control  763-525-6210  
Assessor (Bill Davy) (until 8/1/16) 952-905-6832 william.w.davy@gmail.com  
CenterPoint Energy (Gas) 612-372-4720 www.centerpointenergy.com 
City Hall 952-474-7994 www.cityoftonkabay.net 
  Public Works 952-474-2947 
  Public Works After Hours 612-750-3600 
Department of Health (MN) www.health.state.mn.us  
   Wells  651-215-0811 
Dial-a-Ride 952-401-1749 None 
DNR Boat & Trailer Licensing 651-296-2316 www.dnr.state.mn.us 
Electrical Inspector (Brian Luce) 952-233-8988 None 
Excelsior Fire District 952-960-1650 www.excelsiorfire.org 
Excelsior Library 952-847-5450 www.hclib.org 
Gopher State One Call 651-454-0002 www.gopherstateonecall.org 
Hennepin County: www.hennepin.us  
  24-hour Recycling Hotline 612-348-3777 
  Dispatch (non-emergency police) 763-525-6210 
  Hazardous Waste  612-348-3777 
  Water Patrol 763-525-6216 
Lake Minnetonka 
Conservation District 

952-745-0789 www.lmcd.org  

Lake Minnetonka-Excelsior Area  
Historical Society 

 www.elmhs.org 

Lakeshore Weekly (newspaper) 952-473-0890 www.weeklynews.com 
License Bureau (Excelsior) 952-474-9692 None 
Mediacom Cablevision: www.mediacom.com 
   Internet Service 1-800-379-7412 
   Sales/billing 1-800-332-0245 
   Service/repair 1-800-422-1473 
Metro West Inspections 763-479-1720 None 
Metropolitan Mosquito Control 651-645-9149 www.mmcd.org  
  Report Dead Birds (May – Sept) www.mmcd.org/reportb.html  
Minnehaha Creek Watershed Dist 952-471-0590 www.mcwd.org  
Minnetonka School District 952-401-5000 www.minnetonka.k12.mn.us 
Minnetonka Community Ed. 952-906-2500 www.minnetonkacommunityed.org 
Post Office (Excelsior) 1-800-275-8777 www.usps.org  
Qwest (Phone) 1-800-244-1111 www.qwest.com 
Republic Services 952-941-5174 www.alliedwaste.com  
South Lake-Excelsior Chamber 952-474-6461 www.southlake-excelsiorchamber.com  
South Lake Minnetonka Police 952-474-3261 www.slmpd.org 
  Non-emergency police calls 763-525-6210 
South Tonka Little League 952-470-4951 www.southtonkall.org  
Southshore Community Center 952-474-7635 www.southshore-center.org 
Sun Sailor (Newspaper) 952-392-6835 http://sailor.mnsun.com  
Three Rivers Park District 763-559-9000 www.threeriversparkdistrict.org 
Xcel Energy (Electric) 1-800-895-4999 www.xcelenergy.com 

 

mailto:william.w.davy@gmail.com
http://www.centerpointenergy.com/
http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
http://www.excelsiorfire.org/
http://www.hclib.org/
http://www.gopherstateonecall.org/
http://www.hennepin.us/
http://www.lmcd.org/
http://www.elmhs.org/
http://www.weeklynews.com/
http://www.mediacom.com/
http://www.mmcd.org/
http://www.mmcd.org/reportb.html
http://www.mcwd.org/
http://www.minnetonka.k12.mn.us/
http://www.minnetonkacommunityed.org/
http://www.usps.org/
http://www.qwest.com/
http://www.alliedwaste.com/
http://www.southlake-excelsiorchamber.com/
http://www.slmpd.org/
http://www.southtonkall.org/
http://www.southshore-center.org/
http://sailor.mnsun.com/
http://www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/
http://www.xcelenergy.com/
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