
CITY OF TONKA BAY 
ITEM NO.  4B 

 
 MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 

August 9, 2010 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Members present: Mayor LaBelle, Councilmembers Marceau, Folley, and De La 
Vega.  Councilmember Folley was absent.  Also present were City Administrator 
Kohlmann, City Attorney Penberthy, and Public Works Superintendent Kluver. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 De La Vega moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Marceau seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 Tessness moved to approve the consent agenda as presented approving the 
regular meeting minutes of July 27, 2010 as written.  De La Vega seconded the 
motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
5. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
None 
 
6. SPECIAL BUSINESS 
 A. Senator Gen Olson – LaBelle introduced Senator Gen Olson.  Senator 
Olson was present and discussed this year’s unique legislative session.  She discussed 
her concerns about a bill introduced to abolish the LMCD and White Bear Lake 
Conservation District.  She also discussed zebra mussel infestation in Lake Minnetonka, 
and the number of LMCD board members that should be in place.  De La Vega discussed 
the importance of determining what role the LMCD is playing and what responsibilities are 
the same as what other agencies are currently undertaking.  Senator Olson also 
discussed representation in Hennepin County and the number of communities she 
represents, delivering services in a way that can be more cost effective, and help with 
legislation.  LaBelle stated he is proud of the efforts Tonka Bay has made to share 
services with other communities.  Olson welcomed further comments from the City 
Council at any time. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING 
None 
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8. OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. 2011 SLMPD Budget – Bryan Litsey, Police Chief discussed current 
staffing levels which include new hires.  He thanked Kohlmann for his input during the 
budgeting process.  He gave an overview of the budgeting process and Coordinating 
Committee input.  Litsey reviewed the proposed 2011 budget.  He discussed the 
problems budgeting when there are reductions in funding.  LaBelle opened the floor for 
questions from the Council.  Tessness asked if it would help with scheduling to have more 
CSO officers on duty in order to limit overtime hours and eliminate two officers.  Litsey 
noted CSO’s do not replace police officers and don’t have the same kind of training that 
police offers have.   Tessness asked if it would be possible to hire a retired officer to act 
as a CSO.  Litsey stated it wouldn’t change the fact that they cannot make arrests.  There 
are certain state laws relating to officer responsibilities.  CSO’s can help with animal 
control, parking control, transportation of non-violent prisoners but are limited to what they 
can do.  He noted the officers work short sometimes in order to save on overtime.  
LaBelle asked if the $37,000 in overtime was excessive.  Litsey stated it is not excessive. 
 He noted the officers have a very creative schedule which includes special time for 
meetings and training which limits overtime.  De La Vega thanked Litsey for all his efforts. 
 He suggested actuals be provided for the current year in order to do comparisons.  He 
would also like if the salary portion be shown alone as well as additional costs for each 
officer.  He asked Litsey to discuss the reserve fund and how they are or are not to be 
used to fund the requested increase.  Litsey explained the reserves, cash flow, and 
transfers to the building fund.  In response to a question from De La Vega, Litsey 
explained why the DWI forfeiture fund is not a good source for operations funding.  The 
state legislature got very close to making the funds in that account go to the state rather 
than be used by the police departments.  Litsey discussed the need for a new technology 
system.  De La Vega stated he is looking for ways that SLMPD could use funds to offset 
increasing demands on the city.  These are times that require the cities to make changes 
to lower demands on the residents.  Litsey discussed areas where grants have made it 
possible to fund various needs.  They are continually looking for grant opportunities.  He 
stated they may be looking at borrowing money for the first time to purchase a records 
management system. Marceau discussed this year’s budgeting process.  De La Vega 
stated for the most part, the budget is largely driven by salaries which are largely driven 
by negotiations.  He understood the lack of ability to control some aspects of the budget.  
He encouraged Litsey to look at all funds as sources to lower the budget in the future.    
Marceau moved to adopt: 
 

 
RESOLUTION 10-16 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING FUNDING AMOUNT FOR THE  
2011 SOUTH LAKE MINNETONKA POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET 
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De La Vega seconded the motion.  Ayes – LaBelle, De La Vega, Marceau and 
Tessness.  Motion carried. 
 
 B. Water Plant Alarm Modifications – Kluver discussed the recent watermain 
break which resulted in draining the water tower.  He explained how the current water 
plant alarm system operates and discussed the need for modifications to the current 
water plant alarm system.  He discussed the kind of system being requested this evening 
and quotes received for said system from D

2
 Services in the amount of $2,048.60 and 

Get Wireless in the amount of $531.00.  He stated there would be a monthly cost of $40 
from Verizon for the dialers for the wireless cell phone system.  Funding would come from 
the 2010 water operating fund.  LaBelle asked why the Verizon line is so expensive.  
Kluver stated this is the cheapest service we can get for a business line.  He stated he 
can research options for a cheaper rate.  Marceau moved to approve the proposal 
from D2 Services in the amount of $2048.60, Get Wireless in the amount of $531.00, 
and additional service from Verizon in the amount of $40 monthly.  Tessness 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
  

10. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
None  
 

11. REPORTS 
 A. Administrator – no report 
 B. Marceau – Finance, Marinas – Marceau reported on the Tour de Tonka 
held on Saturday, August 7 which has become a very popular event. 
 C. Tessness – Buildings, Building Inspection, Fire Lanes and Municipal 
Docks – no report 
 D. Folley - Animal Control, LMCC, Technology, and Southshore Senior/ 
Community Center – absent 
 E. De La Vega - EFD, Parks, Sanitation, and LMCD – no report 
 F. Attorney's Report – no report 
 G. LaBelle - Public Works and SLMPD – no report 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Marceau to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:00 p.m.  De La Vega seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 


