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CITY OF TONKA BAY MEMORANDUM 
 

 

To:   City Council Members 
   Lindy Crawford, City Administrator 

From:   Erin Perdu, AICP, City Planner 

Date: March 4, 2016 
City Council Regular Meeting for March 22, 2016 

WSB Project No. 01987-023 

Request: Sign permit – 5413 Manitou Rd. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff finds that the proposed sign meets the requirements for a wall sign in the C-2 General Commercial 
zoning district and recommends approval of the sign permit.   

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Applicant:  Cindy Monten 

Location:  5413 Manitou Rd. (north east corner of Mani 

Existing Land Use / Commercial; zoned C-2 General Commercial with a Shoreland Overlay 
Zoning:    
 
Surrounding Land North:  Single-Family Residential; zoned R1–B Single Family, Shoreland Overlay 
Use / Zoning:                East:  Single-Family Residential; zoned R1–B Single Family, Shoreland Overlay 

South:  Commercial; zoned C-2 General Commercial with a Shoreland Overlay  
West:  Commercial; zoned C-2 General Commercial with a Shoreland Overlay 
 

Application Date:   02-18-16 
60-Day Deadline for Action: 04-18-16 
 
CONSIDERATIONS RELATING TO THE REQUEST 

1. Overview.  The Applicant is requesting approval of a sign permit for a wall sign advertising her salon 
in a multi-tenant building at 5413 Manitou Rd.  The proposed sign is 19.5 sf. in area (78” in height 
and 36” wide). 
 
Based on the definition of a sign (“SIGN: Any man-made object or device or part thereof, situated 
outdoors or indoors and which object or device or effect produced is primarily used to advertise, 
announce, identify, declare, demonstrate, display, instruct, or attract attention by any means 
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including words, letters, fixtures, colors, motion, illumination, sound, and projecting images.”) staff 
interprets both the name and the artwork to the left in the submitted photo as parts of the sign. 
 
While the location and attachment of this sign are somewhat unusual, the sign appears to best fit 
with the definition of a wall sign, because it is attached to the wall or roof and is parallel to the face 
of the building.   

 
2. Ordinance Authority. 

Section 330 Sign Ordinance, Section 330.06 Specific Zone District Sign Regulations, Subd. 2.a(6) 
permits wall signs in the commercial districts at a maximum size of fifteen percent (15%) of the 
signable area. 

Section 330.11 Definitions Pertaining to Signs and Outdoor Advertising defines “signable area” as: 
“A continuous portion of a building wall upon which a sign is attached which is unbroken by doors 
and windows.” 

3. Conformance to ordinance requirements:   
 
In this case, the signable area is calculated as the uninterrupted wall area fronting this particular 
storefront, or: 
Signable area = Wall height x Wall width - (Area of the door + Area of the window)  
Signable area = 10' x 32' - (21.7 sf. + 19.2 sf.)  
Signable area = 279.1 sf. 

Fifteen percent of that signable area equates to a maximum sign size of 41.87 sf.  The area of the 
applicant’s sign is 19.5 sf., less than the maximum allowable area.  Therefore, the proposed sign 
meets the ordinance requirements. 

 
POTENTIAL ACTION  

A) APPROVE THE REQUEST based on the Applicant’s submittals and findings of fact. 
B) DENY THE REQUEST based on the Applicant’s submittals and findings of fact. 
C) TABLE THE ITEM and request additional information. 

The 60-day review period for this application expires on 04-18-16.  If the Council fails to preliminarily 
approve or disapprove the application within the review period, the application is deemed preliminarily 
approved. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Given that the sign meets the definition of a wall sign and confirms to the ordinance requirements for 
such signs in the C-2 General Commercial district, staff recommends approval of the sign permit.   
 
Template Approval Motion:  “I move that approve the request for a wall sign permit at 5413 Manitou 
Rd. based on the findings of fact listed in the staff report.” 

 


