
 MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 

January 8, 2008 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Members present: Mayor LaBelle, Councilmembers Marceau, Tessness, Folley, 
and De La Vega.  Also present were City Administrator Loftus and City Attorney 
Penberthy. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Marceau moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Tessness seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 Marceau moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  De La Vega 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
5. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 A. Scott Harri thanked the Council for the appointment of MFRA as City 
Engineer.   
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 A. Continued Public Hearing – Second Reading – Ordinance 2008-1, 
Liquor License Fees – Loftus stated a public hearing is required when license fees are 
increased for liquor licenses.  This is the second hearing.  There are no additional 
comments since the last meeting.  LaBelle opened the hearing for public comments.  
There were none.  Folley moved to approve Ordinance 2008-1.  Tessness seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried.  Folley moved to adopt Resolution 08-04 
approving the summary publication of Ordinance 2008-1, Liquor License Fees.  
Tessness seconded the motion. Ayes – De La Vega, LaBelle, Marceau, Folley and 
Tessness.  Motion carried.  
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Second Reading – Ordinance 2008-2, 2008 Fee Schedule – Virgil 
Fasching, 45 Lilah Lane stated the Council should consider what they are charging.  He 
stated Greenwood charges half of what Tonka Bay charges.  He stated Excelsior has a 
senior rate.  He stated there has been no maintenance on the docks.  He fixed loose 
boards on the dock he rents.  He stated there needs to be security at the docks.  He 
stated he would like to see what is being spent on maintenance and administration costs. 
Marceau stated a dock committee has been formed and will be meeting to review these 
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areas and answer these questions for him.  LaBelle stated $1200 is the best deal on Lake 
Minnetonka.  He pays five times that amount at a local marina.  He would trade the 
additional amenities to pay $1200.  He asked Tessness to meet with Kluver to inspect the 
docks and make necessary repairs.  Fasching stated he was not arguing the fee but the 
lack of maintenance.  LaBelle urged Fasching to make an appointment with the City 
Administrator to review the expenses.  Tessness stated there is a plan to seal the docks. 
Marceau moved to approve Ordinance 2008-2.  De La Vega seconded the motion.  
Ayes – 5.  Motion carried.  Marceau moved to adopt Resolution 08-05 approving the 
summary publication of Ordinance 2008-2, 2008 Fee Schedule.  De La Vega 
seconded the motion. Ayes – De La Vega, LaBelle, Marceau, Folley and Tessness.  
Motion carried. 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. EFD – Proposed Amendments to Joint Powers Agreement – De La 
Vega stated the proposed amendment is being requested in order to make timely 
payments.  The other amendment is to have the CIP and the budget reviewed together 
rather than separately.  He noted all five cities must agree on the changes which he didn’t 
think would be a problem.  De La Vega moved to adopt Resolution 08-06 approving 
the Second Amendment to the EFD Joint Powers Agreement.  Marceau seconded 
the motion.  Ayes – De La Vega, LaBelle, Marceau, Folley and Tessness.    Motion 
carried. 
 B. 175 Tonka Bay Road – Code Violation – Loftus discussed the complaint 
process which involves an inspection and first letter before the Council is made aware of 
the violation.  She reviewed the specific violations which have not been resolved to date.  
The complaint was received in April of 2007.  She asked the Council to determine 
whether the conditions do or do not violate City Code.  Tessness stated we need to take 
the next step.  Tessness moved to determine that the conditions at 175 Tonka Bay 
Road (twelve total vehicles and one boat parked on the property which exceeds the 
limit on outside storage by eight vehicles; junk in the side and rear year includes 
building materials, discarded or unused equipment, lumber and rubbish) violate 
City Code and authorize the City Administrator to move forward with the next step.  
De La Vega seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried.  Loftus stated the next 
step is to send a second letter asking for compliance within ten days, or the resident can 
appeal to the City Council.  
 C. 55 Fairhope Avenue – Code Violation – LaBelle stated he talked to this 
property owner today, and he is willing to take care of this within the next few days.  He 
thinks the record should show it is a violation.  The resident considers it to be a storage 
shed rather than a fish house.  Marceau moved to determine that the conditions at 55 
Fairhope Avenue (setback and hardcover violations with fish house structure) 
violate City Code and authorize the City Administrator to move forward with a 
second letter.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
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 D. 95 Sunrise Avenue – Code Violation – Loftus outlined the violations at 95 
Sunrise Avenue which include a boat parked on the property and a fence in disrepair.  
Folley asked if the boat in the driveway is acceptable.  Loftus stated you can have two 
boats parked outside. Folley moved to determine that the conditions at 95 Sunrise 
Avenue (boat parked in the side yard and fence in disrepair) violate City Code and 
authorize the City Administrator to move forward with a second letter.  De La Vega 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 E. City Hall Rental for Republican Caucus – Loftus stated the Republican 
Caucus has requested the waiver of the rental fee for use of the Council Chambers.  She 
stated the fee covers the heat, electricity, etc.  LaBelle stated $50 is cheap for rental. He 
didn’t see any reason to waive the fees.  De La Vega stated if the fee were waived, it 
might be seen as support of a political party.  Folley asked if there is a policy or rental 
form in place for use of the room.  Loftus stated there is not a policy or rental form.  
LaBelle stated we are not under any obligation to rent out the facility.  We may need to 
adopt a more formal procedure to develop for the future.  De La Vega moved to affirm 
the $50 fee and $300 damage deposit for all City Hall rentals.  Folley seconded the 
motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 F. Schedule Worksession for Comprehensive Plan Update – LaBelle 
stated we are required to submit our 20-year Comprehensive Plan in September of this 
year.  A workshop is proposed prior to the next meeting.  De La Vega stated he would be 
unable to attend.  Loftus stated she could get De La Vega’s comments on the Plan so a 
draft plan would be available in February.  Tessness moved to set Tuesday, January 
22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. as the worksession for the Comprehensive Plan update.  
Marceau seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
  
9. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
None 
 
10. REPORTS 
 A. Loftus – The building permit activity report, employee roster, and Arctic 
Fever flyer are provided in the packets. 
 B. Marceau – Finance, Marinas, - Marceau stated Tonka Bay will be well 
represented at the Arctic Fever celebration.  The celebration will be January 19 at 
Manitou Park.   
 C. Tessness – Buildings, Building Inspection, LMCD, Fire Lanes and 
Municipal Docks – Tessness stated general permits are up from the previous year.  
LaBelle stated the LMCD is considering an ordinance that will affect the status of our 
municipal marina.  Under the proposed ordinance, our marina would be considered non-
conforming, and we could never expand the area.  He asked Tessness to gather 
additional information before the next City Council meeting.   
 D. Folley - Animal Control, LMCC, Technology – no report 
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 E. De La Vega - EFD, Parks, Sanitation, and Southshore Senior/ 
Community Center – De La Vega stated there will be a Southshore meeting on the 15

th
. 

 F. Attorney's Report – Penberthy thanked the Council for his annual 
appointment. 
 G. LaBelle - Public Works and SLMPD – no report 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Marceau to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 


