
 MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 

January 22, 2008 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to 
order at 7:05 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Members present: Mayor LaBelle, Councilmembers Marceau, Tessness, and 
Folley.  Councilmember De La Vega was absent.  Also present were City Administrator 
Loftus, City Attorney Penberthy, and Public Works Superintendent Kluver. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Marceau moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Folley seconded the 
motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 Tessness moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Marceau 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
5. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 A. Greg Quirk, Tonka Bay Lane stated two residents on West Point Road are 
using city land for boat dockage.  He stated it isn’t fair they use this area without 
compensating the City.  He was irritated the residents get to use this area at no cost, and 
the municipal dock rates are continually on the rise.  He stated they should pay the same 
rates as everyone else.  He asked this item be put on a future agenda.  Folley stated he 
would like information on why they haven’t had to pay.  LaBelle stated an executive 
summary and historical information would be helpful.  Staff was directed to prepare the 
report and notify Council when it is available for a future meeting agenda. 
 
6. SPECIAL BUSINESS 
 A. Quarterly Update – Lake Minnetonka Conservation District – LaBelle 
thanked Doug Babcock for his many years of service to the community as the city’s 
LMCD representative.  Babcock stated the LMCD is working on an aquatic vegetation 
inventory in order to pursue chemical treatment on a larger scale.  LaBelle asked how 
long the weeds would be expected to be eliminated following treatment.  Babcock stated 
early season treatment is the proposal.  It would be measured throughout the year to 
determine how long the elimination would last.  Babcock stated the LMCD has wrapped 
up a legal case with Miles Canning for a longer dock.  It has been worked out at the 
neighborhood level.  Babcock discussed the installation of cameras at the boat ramps.  
Babcock stated there are proposed ordinances for boat density and licensing that the 
LMCD is reviewing this year.  He stated two boats are allowed per property, and proof of 
ownership is not required.  If there are more than two boats, then proof of ownership must 
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be provided for all boats.  The amount of lakeshore is in direct proportion to the number of 
boats allowed (1 in 50 feet).  They are proposing a new way of measuring shoreline 
based on the depth of the lake.  The goal of the ordinance is to afford more protection as 
the need for variances increases.  Existing license holders are not affected by the 
proposed ordinance.  LaBelle asked how it would affect the existing municipal dock area. 
 Babcock stated if the dock area is left as it currently exists, it would not be impacted.  It 
would only be impacted if there is a request to expand.  LaBelle asked how far the 
definition of expansion goes and if dredging is considered expansion.  Babcock stated 
dredging would not be considered expansion.  Marceau stated he will be meeting with the 
LMCD on the 29

th
 to discuss possible dock expansion.    Babcock stated municipalities 

are allowed to calculate shoreline differently than marinas.  The City currently has a 
license for 47 boats in 4800 feet of shoreline.  He stated he would be willing to review an 
expansion request with City staff.  He stated a public hearing is scheduled for the fourth 
Wednesday of the month for the proposed ordinance.  LaBelle asked Babcock if he felt 
strongly about the ordinance.  Babcock stated he did.  There are too many cases of the 
wrong sized boat in shallow waters.  LaBelle stated he would like to know the specific 
impact of the ordinances on the municipal dock area and should there be language in the 
proposed ordinance that defines expansion.  Babcock stated expansion would be an 
increase in boat count.  LaBelle stated Tonka Bay would like a legal review of the 
proposed language.  Babcock stated there is a meeting at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, January 29 
that is open to the public.  Loftus stated Councilmember De La Vega wanted to know how 
depth of the shoreline was determined.  Babcock stated there is a subcommittee report 
that he will provide that discusses this and other approaches that can be taken.    Loftus 
stated De La Vega asked how many options were explored and what affect the ordinance 
will have on lakeshore owners.  Babcock stated it will not impact those who have their 
boats within 100’ of the shoreline.  If they go between 100-200 feet, the number of boats 
drops down two.  Once they go beyond 200’, boat count and boat size are limited.    
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING 
None
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Bill Dispute – Christopher Moses, 25 Cedar Street – Loftus stated the 
City Council discussed this matter on December 11 and continued to this evening to seek 
legal counsel on whether time limits were violated.  In the attorney’s opinion the city did 
not violate the requirements.  Staff is requesting action on whether to waive the fees or 
request payment.  Christopher Moses, 25 Cedar Street stated he still believes the 
timeline for approval of the building permit seemed excessive.  He asked the Council if 
the two month timeline was excessive.  LaBelle stated he appreciated Mr. Moses’ 
comments, but he believed the system in place now is far superior to that previously in 
place.  He didn’t believe the Council has the authority to refund him with taxpayers’ 
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money.  Folley stated he wasn’t sure it was fair how long it took to go through the 
process.  He believed that part of the expense incurred was the city’s expense.  Moses 
stated if he had been working with an experienced planner, it wouldn’t have taken four 
weeks for the decision to be made a variance was needed.  Tessness believed the 
charges were fair, and sometimes the variance process is very lengthy.  Moses asked the 
city to come to some sort of compromise.  Marceau stated the Council was directed to 
look into the legality of the fees.  He believed legally speaking, it was done properly.  
Marceau moved to confirm the charges billed.  Tessness seconded the motion.  
Ayes 3-1.  Folley voted against the motion. 
 B. Room Reservation Form – Loftus reviewed the proposed form for room 
reservations and welcomed Council input.  Marceau stated it looks good.  Marceau 
moved to accept the room reservation form.  Tessness seconded the motion.  Ayes 
4.  Motion carried. 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. Trail Planning Grant – Loftus stated a trail study was completed in 2005, 
and work has now begun with Orono and Shorewood to seek funding from Hennepin 
County to offset the planning cost.  A resolution is provided for approval to support the 
funding application.  Marceau moved to adopt Resolution 08-07 supporting 
submittal of a trail planning grant application and authorizing signature of the 
grant agreement with Hennepin County.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes – 
LaBelle, Marceau, Folley and Tessness.  Motion carried. 
 B. Schedule Worksession for Parks & Trail – LaBelle noted the Parks & 
Trail Committee would like to meet on February 12 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss upcoming 
project ideas.  Folley moved to schedule the worksession at 6:00 p.m. on February 
12.  Marceau seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
  

10. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 

11. REPORTS 
 A. Loftus – The 2007 unaudited expenses and revenues were provided for 
review. 
 B. Marceau – Finance, Marinas, - Marceau stated the Dock Committee met.  
A checklist will be developed to document needed repairs.  Arctic Fever was held on 
January 16. 
 C. Tessness – Buildings, Building Inspection, LMCD, Fire Lanes and 
Municipal Docks – no report 
 D. Folley - Animal Control, LMCC, Technology – no report 
 E. De La Vega - EFD, Parks, Sanitation, and Southshore Senior/ 
Community Center – Loftus stated a meeting will be held on January 29 to discuss 
Southshore Center funding. 
 F. Attorney's Report – no report 



City of Tonka Bay 
Regular City Council Meeting 
January 22, 2008  Page 4 of 4 
 
 
 G. LaBelle - Public Works and SLMPD – LaBelle stated a SLMPD 
Coordinating Committee meeting will be held on January 30.   
 

12. CLOSED MEETING – LABOR CONTRACT 
LaBelle stated the meeting would now be closed, because the matters to be discussed 
constitute an attorney-client privilege under Minnesota Statutes.  No further City Council 
business will be conducted after the closed meeting other than to adjourn.  The 
following persons will be in attendance at the closed meeting:   
Councilmember Anthony Marceau 
Clayton Tessness 
Ken Folley 
Mayor Bill LaBelle 
City Attorney Jim Penberthy  
City Administrator Jessica Loftus 
Public Works Superintendent Greg Kluver 
 

The subject matter of the meeting will be labor negotiations involving Teamsters Local 
320 & the City of Tonka Bay.  LaBelle dismissed audience members. 
 
Marceau moved to approve the Teamster contract for 2008-2010.  Folley seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Marceau to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:15 p.m.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 


