
 MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 April 24, 2007 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to 
order at 7:30 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Members present were:  Mayor LaBelle, Councilmembers Marceau, Folley, 
Tessness and De La Vega.  Also present were City Administrator Sandin, City Attorney 
Penberthy, and Recording Secretary Link. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Marceau moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  De La Vega seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Regular Meeting - April 10, 2007 
 Marceau moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of April 10, 
2007 as amended:  Page 3, change “idstance” to “distance”.  De La Vega seconded 
the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA - Resolution 07-20 
 Folley moved to approve the Consent Agenda as written.  Tessness 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
6. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 A. John Becker, 160 Birch Bluff Road discussed the services offered at the 
Southshore Center.  He stated the Center needs to be adequately funded.  Revenue 
comes from the cities, Community Services, and various sales held throughout the year.  
He suggested Tonka Bay's share be increased to equal $5 per family.  LaBelle stated the 
city gave $55,000 to help build the center with the agreement that it would be self 
sufficient.  De La Vega currently serves on a committee that is exploring funding options 
for the Center. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING 
None 
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Woodpecker Ridge Road Docks - LaBelle stated the Council considers 
this matter closed.  However, at the residents’ request, the topic has been placed on the 
agenda to allow them to present new information.  Since no information was provided to 
the Council ahead of time, the Council is not likely to respond this evening.  Bob 
Haselow, 225 Woodpecker Ridge Road stated this is an issue the Council has looked 
at in the past.  He believed, however, that things are different now.  They have worked 
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collaboratively with the Council on road issues.  The dock issue has been around for a 
long time, and it really came to a head when many of the residents received 
correspondence from the City requesting that existing docks should be removed.  The 
previous Council made the decision to end the agreement, and he believed the current 
Council should be made aware of the history of the agreement.  He noted the location of 
the docks adjacent to Woodpecker Ridge Road.  He noted the City put the street in and 
the docks were allowed for many years without being an issue.   He noted Hennepin 
County believes the residents own the dock area.  He reviewed a memo from Kirk 
McDonald, a previous city administrator, which discussed ways the City could raise 
money to pay for the cost of dredging the area.  In the mid-1990s, the Council requested 
that the docks be moved.  There was resistance, and a legal battle ensued.  The result of 
the negotiation was a 10-year agreement which began in 1997 and ended in 2006.  
Those who still live there can still have their docks, of which there are three property 
owners.  He noted the annual cost to have a dock is ½ the fee of the municipal dock, and 
the cost to have the right to put in a dock is ¼ the fee for a municipal dock.  In 2007, 
$1500 will be generated which is a loss of $4000 from the previous year.  The residents 
would like the Council to re-visit the issue.  He stated residents recently went through a 
process with city staff and the engineer to discuss improving the road drainage on 
Woodpecker Ridge Road.  They worked together and fixed the problem.  One solution in 
McDonald’s memo was to exchange or sell the property to the residents.  He stated the 
residents are assessed as if they owned this property.  Another issue is who will pay for 
the dock removal.  He stated the spirit or lack of cooperation is disappointing.  He 
believed there could be a cooperative solution.  If sold, the residents could be responsible 
for the maintenance.  His proposal would be that given the change in the Council, there 
be a one-year extension.  During this time, a group of residents and staff could come up 
with a reasonable solution.  It will give the Council an opportunity to be involved with the 
decision and explore alternatives.  Judd Brackett, 125 Woodpecker Ridge Road stated 
the residents are being charged additional taxes for the access to the dock area by the 
County and have been for years.  He hoped the Council would take this seriously and 
come up with a solution.  Sal Mendoza, 245 Woodpecker Ridge Road believed the 
revenue loss is a loss for the entire city.  He supported Haselow's plan.   
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. Request Regarding SLMPD Services - Sandin stated the City of Excelsior 
has requested an increase in the hours of service provided by SLMPD for seasonal park 
and dock patrol and services.  This increase requires approval by all member cities.  De 
La Vega asked if their request is different from the previous year.  LaBelle noted an 
increase in hours of service provided and in the area of coverage are proposed.  
Marceau moved to approve the SLMPD’s provision of supplemental seasonal park 
and dock patrol services to the City of Excelsior.  Tessness seconded the motion.  
Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
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 B. Open Book Meeting - LaBelle noted the Open Book meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, May 3 at 5:00 p.m.  The County presides over the meeting.  Sandin 
reviewed the proposed increases for lakeshore and non-lakeshore residences. 
 
10. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
None 
 
11. REPORTS 
 Sandin - Sandin reported on code compliance letters sent out, compliance log, the 
second letter, and the 12-step process to remedy the compliance issues.  She welcomed 
any input.   
 Marceau - Finance, Marinas - no report 
 Tessness - Buildings, Building Inspections, LMCD, Municipal Docks, Fire 
Lanes - no report 
 Folley - Animal Control, LMCC, Technology - no report 
 De La Vega - Excelsior Fire District, Parks, Sanitation, and Southshore 
Senior/Community Center - De La Vega reported on a meeting held at the Senior 
Center to discuss funding options.  Enough revenue has been generated to maintain the 
building, and it is in good shape.  There was discussion on creating a building fund for 
any future needs.  The EFD funding formula committee met last week to continue 
discussions.  Nothing tangible developed from that meeting.   
 Attorney's Report - Penberthy provided conflict of interest information for the 
Council's further reference.  He also provided information on the docks on Interlachen 
Lane.  He suggested Council direct staff to send it out to the residents for further review at 
a future meeting.  Staff was directed to send the property owners the Attorney’s memo 
and request the owner to respond before Council within a reasonable time frame.   
 LaBelle - Public Works and SLMPD - LaBelle attended the SLMPD Coordinating 
Committee and will continue discussions of their budget process.  He discussed the 
proposed worksession with Chief Litsey prior to the next City Council meeting.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Marceau to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Clerk 


