
 

 

 
 OFFICIAL MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 

June 27, 2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m.   

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Mayor De La Vega, Councilmembers Anderson, Ansari, LaBelle, 
and Jennings.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, Public Works 
Superintendent Bowman, and City Attorney Biggerstaff. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Anderson moved to approve the agenda as amended:  Item 9C, Teamsters 
Labor Agreement as submitted.  Jennings seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  
Motion carried. 

 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Anderson moved to approve the following consent agenda items: 
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of June 13, 2017 
B. Financial Report 
C. Res 17-22 – Authorize CDBG Grant Renewal 
D. Res 17-20 – Variances, 105 Waseca Avenue 
 
Jennings seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 

 
5. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 

None 
 

6. SPECIAL BUSINESS 
A. WeCAN Annual Update 

Kristie Larson, WeCAN Executive Director discussed the organization’s 
current and future plans and the service provided to the Tonka Bay area.  
She also discussed programs held throughout the year to help stretch 
budgets for those in need.   
 
De La Vega asked where most funding comes from.  Larson explained a 
portion comes from CDBG funding as well as individual donations, 
foundations, and the business community.   
 

B. Lake Minnetonka Association 
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Judd Brackett, representing LMA stated the City has generously supported 
the program for several years.  He introduced Tom Frahm, Eric Evenson, 
and Patrick Selter who were present to answer questions.   
 
De La Vega asked what the overall expense is for treating milfoil.  Brackett 
said they would need close to $50,000.  He explained the area has been 
managed well and discussed how the acreage has decreased.  De La Vega 
asked if he received funds from Shorewood and Excelsior.  Brackett stated 
Shorewood contributed, and Excelsior offered.   
 
Eric Evenson, LMA Executive Director discussed Shorewood’s desire to 
keep the area clean.   
 
Brackett discussed the importance of funding for the project and how it 
could be accomplished.   
 
LaBelle stated there used to be higher donation levels when the program 
began.  Brackett stated he gets smaller amounts and fewer property owners 
now.  LaBelle was concerned about what needed to be done to increase 
donations.  Evenson discussed lake-wide efforts and more weed control on 
the lake.   
 
Jennings asked if there is any discussion about zebra mussel treatment.  
Evenson stated there is promising research with a solution fifteen years from 
now.  He indicated there are other invasive species on the horizon that 
could prove to be problematic.   
 
Ansari asked what the plan would be going forward. 
 
Patrick Selter discussed the new technology whereby milfoil can be 
genetically tested to determine treatment options.  He explained how 
populations are monitored and treated.  He discussed the importance of 
ongoing treatment so serious infestations do not return to the lake.   
 

C. LMCD 2018 Budget 
Crawford stated Tonka Bay’s share of the 2018 LMCD budget will increase 
2.8% or $301.00.   
 
Vickie Schleuning, Executive Director reviewed the proposed 2018 LMCD 
budget.   
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Jennings asked if grants helped fund individuals who do the Eurasian milfoil 
inspections.  Schleuning stated they do.   
 
De La Vega asked what the current level is of the reserves that was available.  
Schleuning stated it is about $500,000.  De La Vega asked if there is a policy 
about where the level should be at.  Schleuning discussed the LMCD policy.  
De La Vega asked about miscellaneous revenue and a reduction to $65,000.  
He asked why it was reduced.  Schleuning stated it is a projected amount.   
 
Jennings asked where grants come from.  Schleuning stated they come from 
the DNR, Hennepin County, etc.   
 
Schleuning also discussed equipment replacement and consolidation. 
 
De La Vega was disappointed about no one doing the watercraft inspection.  
Schleuning stated she was unsure whether it was a done deal or not.  De La 
Vega believed the Legacy funds should be used for this purpose.   
 
Gregg Thomas, LMCD Representative discussed the difficulties with the 
budgeting process this year.  He hoped funds could be found to save the 
watercraft inspection program.  He discussed the draft strategic priorities.  He 
also discussed staffing changes and the loss of the administrative technician.   
 
Anderson moved to adopt Resolution 17-23 adopting the 2018 LMCD 
Budget. Jennings seconded the motion.  Ayes – Anderson, Ansari, De 
La Vega, Jennings, and LaBelle.  Motion carried. 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Amend Section 402, Fees 
Crawford discussed the fee for park dedication fees and changing the fee 
schedule to match what is in Section 1030.  She stated the Park Committee 
also recommended looking at the fees for field usage.  De La Vega stated he 
would like to discuss it during the budget process.   
 
Jennings asked what the rationale is for the fee.  De La Vega stated there is 
some privilege when you have a reservation.   
 
LaBelle asked if we are bound by State guidelines where the fee should reflect 
the cost.  Biggerstaff stated he was not aware of any such regulation, but it 
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could be looked into.   
 
De La Vega suggested the addition on the fee schedule be moved to the right 
column. 
 
De La Vega opened the hearing for public comments.  There were none, and 
the hearing was closed.   
 
Anderson moved to pass Ordinance 2017-06 amending Section 402, 
Fees.  Ansari seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved to adopt Resolution 2017-24 authorizing summary 
publication of Ordinance 2017-06 amending Section 402, Fees.  Ansari 
seconded the motion.  Ayes – Anderson, Ansari, De La Vega, Jennings 
and LaBelle.  Motion carried. 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

None 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Wash Water Tower 

Bowman reviewed the quotes received for the exterior washing of the water 
tower.  He stated it is cleaned every three years.   

 
Anderson moved to approve the low quote from Water Tower Clean 
and Coat Inc. in the amount of $4,200.00 for 2017 outside water 
tower cleaning.  Jennings seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion 
carried. 

  
 B. Water Plant Water Meter Replacement 

Bowman received the quotes received to replace the main water meter in the 
water plant which is a budgeted expense.  He stated the meter has gotten 
inaccurate with age.   
 
Jennings asked if it works off electricity.  Bowman stated it does not but 
creates its own energy.   
 
LaBelle asked if the low bid is the smart bid.  Bowman stated he is satisfied 
with the low quote, and he didn’t see a difference in products. 
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Anderson moved to approve the low quote from Minnesota Pipe & 
Equipment in the amount of $3,980.38 for a new water meter for the 
water plant.  Ansari seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 

C. Teamsters Contract Local 320 
Crawford stated this is the final contract between the Teamsters which 
represents the two of the Public Works employees.   
 
Anderson moved to adopt the labor agreement between the City of 
Tonka Bay and Teamsters Local 320.  Jennings seconded the motion.  
Ayes 5.  Motion carried.   
 

10. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
None 
 

11. REPORTS 
A. Administrator’s Report –  Crawford stated the Shorewood City Council voted 

unanimously not to pay for half of the traffic study for Birch Bluff Road and 
Pleasant Avenue.  She asked for Council direction.  De La Vega stated he 
didn’t believe they should act on this right now without further discussion.  He 
asked the proposed traffic study be brought back to the next City Council 
meeting.  Crawford stated a letter was received from 275 Lakeview Avenue 
regarding a zoning code violation with regards to an electric gate.  She 
discussed the previous approval for two gates within the approved fence.  
Council discussed the previously-approved variance which prohibited 
electrifying the front gate.  De La Vega asked what the next step should be.  
Biggerstaff stated he would put something together and move forward.  
Crawford stated the Administrative Assistant/ Deputy Clerk position 
applications close on June 30.  Mayor De La Vega and Councilmember Ansari 
and she would be reviewing applications after that date.  Crawford stated 
work has been completed on Pleasant Park, and no additional fill was 
required.  Crawford stated the park will be closed for a good portion of the 
summer as the grass seed is established.  Crawford stated city hall will be 
closed on the 4th of July.   

B. Jeff Anderson – Finance, Fire Lanes and Public Access, Technology – no 
report. 

C. Elli Ansari – Parks and Playgrounds, LMCD, Sanitation and Recycling, 
Southshore Community Center – Ansari stated the Parks Committee met.  
Crawford stated the next meeting will be held in October.  Crawford stated 
the pedestrian bridge in Manitou could be a possible Eagle Scout project, 
and they are also donating six trees.   
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D. Adam Jennings – EFD, Commercial Marinas, Municipal Docks – Jennings 
reported on a EFD budget work session which will be held on June 28. 

E. Bill LaBelle – Building Inspection, Municipal Buildings and Grounds – no 
report. 

F. Attorney's Report – Biggerstaff stated there is a finalized agreement with 
Nextel, and we should have a check within one month. 

G. Gerry De La Vega –SLMPD, Administration, Public Works – De La Vega 
reminded members to have reviews and appraisals in by June 30th for 
Crawford’s second year appraisal. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, it was moved by Anderson to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:38 p.m.  Jennings seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 
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