
 
 OFFICIAL MINUTES 
 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 
 REGULAR MEETING 

November 22, 2016 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Tonka Bay City Council was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m.   

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Mayor De La Vega, Councilmembers Ansari (arrived at 7:04 p.m.), 
Clapp and Grothe.  Councilmember Anderson was absent.  Also present were City 
Administrator Crawford and City Attorney Biggerstaff. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Grothe moved to approve the agenda as amended:  reverse the order of Items 
6A and 6B.  Clapp seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 

 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Grothe moved to approve the following consent agenda items: 
A. Work Session Minutes of November 9, 2016 
B. Regular Meeting Minutes of November 9, 2016 – page 3, 4th paragraph, 

last sentence:  change 8 to 80% 
C. Accounts Payable 
D. Canvass Board Minutes of November 14, 2016 
Clapp seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 

 
5. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
6. SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. Senator David Osmek 
Senator Osmek discussed recent legislative activity and his priorities for the 
upcoming year.    He discussed funding needs for Highway 12 and the 
Excelsior Commons.   
 
Clapp asked if any funding would be available for the pedestrian bridge over 
the trail and the Narrows Bridge on County Road 19.  Osmek requested an 
e-mail from the City Administrator to add them to his list.   
 

B. LMCD Update 
Gregg Thomas, LMCD Representative introduced Vickie Schleuning, the 
new executive director.   
 
Schleuning discussed her background and plans for the future of the LMCD. 
She encouraged the City Council to contact her directly.   
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Thomas discussed LMCD activities outlined in his submitted report and 
plans for the upcoming year.   
 
De La Vega asked what the status was for the strategic plan.  Thomas 
stated it was put on hold when the previous executive director left.   
 
Council discussed harvesting efforts and coordinating efforts with the LMA 
with Thomas.   

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 A. Certification of Unpaid Delinquent Utilities and Fees 

Crawford stated this an annual requirement, and a public hearing must be 
held.   
 
De La Vega opened the public hearing.  There were no comments, and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
Clapp moved to adopt Resolution 16-44.  Grothe seconded the motion. 
Ayes – Ansari, Clapp, De La Vega and Grothe.  Motion carried. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Zoning Ordinance Amendments Sections 1002 and 1011 

Crawford reviewed changes made at the last meeting and incorporated into 
the ordinance amendments.   
 
De La Vega noted minor errors in the definitions for basement and floor area, 
gross.   
 
De La Vega suggested looking for a different approach for defining a visually 
impairing element.  He suggested it be called visually impairing vegetation and 
suggested a definition change in order to simplify the process.  He stated the 
concept would be to define where we don’t want the visually impairing 
vegetation, such as 5’ from the property line and within the fifty feet of the high 
watermark or the average of the two for lakefront properties.  Crawford stated 
the setbacks are fifty feet and recommended keeping the setback requirement 
so it will be at least fifty feet. 
 
Clapp asked if landscapers need a permit.  Crawford stated a permit would 
not be required for landscaping.  De La Vega stated we are made aware of 
landscaping through locate requests.  He believed the view is a critical value 
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of home ownership.   
 
Councilmembers discussed landscaping amendments, any flexibility that 
could be allowed, and administrative enforcement issues.  Biggerstaff pointed 
out residents would also be limiting their own views when they add 
landscaping.  He stated there are administrative issues, and legal issues 
would also be a concern.   
 
Assistant City Planner Addison Lewis stated that the biggest problem he 
would foresee was that there wouldn’t be a permit required.   
 
Ansari asked why other cities haven’t addressed this issue.  Biggerstaff stated 
property rights are one of the major concerns.   
 
Following additional discussion, De La Vega stated it didn’t appear the 
Council is ready to move forward with this.   
 
Biggerstaff suggested finding out if there is a city that issues a landscaping 
permit and what their review process is.   
 
Grothe suggested the creation of a review process for all landscaping 
projects.   
 
De La Vega stated additional information is needed on a review process.   
 
Council reviewed the solar energy systems ordinance language.  Setback 
information was clarified in the definition.  Council discussed the residential 
and commercial districts.   
 
Lewis discussed proposed screening requirements and whether systems 
should be flush mounted and/or be visible from the street.   
 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. 35 Woodlawn Abatement Services Quotes  

Crawford stated staff requested quotes from four cleaning services for 
abatement of 35 Woodlawn Avenue.  The lowest quote was from Scene 
Clean in the amount of $9,197.89.   

 
Clapp moved to draft an agreement with and accept the quote from 
Scene Clean in an amount not to exceed $9,500 for the abatement of 35 
Woodlawn Avenue.  Grothe seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion 
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carried. 
 
 B. Lifeguard Services Contract  

Crawford stated it is now time to renew the contract for aquatic services with 
Minnetonka Public Schools in the amount of $12,658 each year. 

 
Clapp moved to direct staff to enter into an agreement with Minnetonka 
Community Services for lifeguard services in the amount of $12,658 for 
2017 and 2018.  Grothe seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 

 
10. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 None 
 

11. REPORTS 
 A. Administrator – Crawford stated City Hall will be closed on Thursday and 

Friday for Thanksgiving, and the tree lighting ceremony will be on December 
1. 

B. Anderson - Finance, Fire Lanes and Public Access, Technology – absent 
C. Ansari – EFD, Sanitation and Recycling, Southshore Community Center 

– no report 
D. Grothe – Building Inspection, Municipal Buildings and Grounds, LMCC – 

Grothe announced a meeting on the Lake Minnetonka sub-watershed.  
Ansari and Crawford will be attending.  

E. Clapp - Parks and Playgrounds, LMCD, Commercial Marinas, Municipal 
Docks – no report  

F. Attorney's Report – Biggerstaff stated he would have a report from Nextel at 
the next meeting. 

 G. De La Vega - Public Works, SLMPD, Administration – no report 
 

12. CLOSED SESSION 
De La Vega moved to go into closed session at 8:49 p.m. as the discussion 
constitutes a matter involving litigation under Minnesota Statutes.  The following 
persons were in attendance: 

 
1. Gerry De La Vega, Mayor 
2. Elli Ansari, Councilmember 
3. Jeff Clapp, Councilmember 
4. Jonathan Grothe, Councilmember 
5. Lindy Crawford, City Administrator 
6. Andrew Biggerstaff, City Attorney 
 
The subject matter of the meeting was:  Litigation.  Ansari seconded the motion. 
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Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 
De La Vega moved to come out of closed session at 9:07 p.m.  Grothe 
seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, it was moved by Grothe to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:07 p.m.  Clapp seconded the motion.  Ayes 4.  Motion carried. 

 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 
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