
 MINUTES 

 TONKA BAY CITY COUNCIL 

 TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING 

November 29, 2007 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Members present: Mayor LaBelle, Councilmembers Marceau, Tessness, Folley, 
and De La Vega.  Also present were City Administrator Loftus, City Attorney Penberthy, 
and Public Works Superintendent Kluver. 
 
3. PRESENTATION 
 Loftus reviewed the proposed General Fund budget in the amount of $1,150,008.  
She noted that the largest portion of the budget is for Public Safety which is 52% of the 
budget.  Public Works accounts for 17% of the budget.  Administration and Elections 
account for 7% of the budget.  She reviewed projected revenues.  The majority comes 
from property taxes (79%).  General Fund line items were reviewed.  Total expenses are 
proposed to increase $89,423, which is an 8.43% increase.  This is an election year, and 
a major increase is proposed for the Southshore Senior Center.  Total revenues were 
reviewed showing a proposed increase of $89,423, or 8.43%.  The proposed levy for 
2008 is $928,484 which is an increase of 7.9% over 2007.  This includes capital 
improvements in the amount of $24,000.  She reviewed the capital improvements fund.  
Loftus invited audience members to come to the podium to give their comments and ask 
questions.  Bernard Hanson, 60 West Point Avenue was concerned about his tax 
increase.  He also expressed his opposition to having the fire lane blocked off, so he can 
no longer launch his boat there.  Kluver explained that the fire lane in question is a Class I 
fire lane, and boat launching is not permitted.  John Davis, 30 Willow Woods Lane 
asked why Tonka Bay still has fire lanes.  LaBelle explained that they are provided for 
those who do not live on the lake to launch small boats.  They serve an important 
purpose.  Davis stated some fire lanes are not used at all.  He suggested reviewing the 
fire lanes and perhaps selling the ones that are not being used.  LaBelle stated if they are 
abandoned, they automatically go to the property owners on either side.  Abandonment of 
the fire lanes is not a popular idea with the residents of Tonka Bay.  Davis stated the 
budget this year doesn’t show the first six month expenditures.  LaBelle stated earlier 
versions of the budget have shown the six month expenditures.  Loftus stated the 
information can be provided.  Davis was concerned about the 2006 budgeted amount and 
actual for Public Safety.  The amount budgeted and the actual amounts are not the same 
amount.  He didn’t believe the 2008 amount could be believed.  He was also concerned 
about the Public Works budget figure in 2006 and the actual amount being $15,000 more. 
He asked why the street repair budget is more this year.  Kluver stated the main reason is 
the increase in gas and oil prices.  Davis asked about new and renamed items in the 
budget, among them planning, building cleaning, utilities, and computers.  Loftus 
explained the additional items and noted the narrative explains the changes.  LaBelle 
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thanked Davis for taking the time to thoroughly review the budget.  He stated the City 
Council takes fiscal responsibility very seriously.  Following discussion with Mr. Davis, 
some formatting changes will be initiated for the final budget.  Loftus noted the Council 
will need to seriously discuss the Capital Improvements Plan during the 2009 budget 
review.   
 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Marceau to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:50 p.m.  Folley seconded the motion.  Ayes 5.  Motion carried. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Clerk 


