
A widely used amenity of the city just got a facelift for the upcoming summer
season. The Tonka Bay Fishing Pier at Old Orchard Park was replaced over the
winter and is ready for the spring season.
The old pier was in disrepair at over 25 years old. In the spring of 2024, the Parks
& Docks Commission and the city applied for a Hennepin County Youth Sports
grant to assist with funding the new pier. The project was $41,000 and a $20,000
commitment was received to help with funding.
The fishing pier is well used – it is estimated that nearly 500 kids use the pier
annually. The new pier was completed using composite decking which should
last longer than the traditional wood. It has two entrances and is
ADA/handicapped accessible.
The pier is adjacent to Old Orchard Park which offers picnic tables, trash
receptacles, parking, a playground and the municipal docks. Being off Highway 19,
it is a highly visible and well used recreational resource.
Construction happened late in the winter which may seem odd, but crews were
able to then stand on the ice as they constructed the pier as opposed to in the
water after thaw.
Thank you to Hennepin County Youth Sports, the Parks and Docks Commission,
the City Council, city public works staff and the citizens of Tonka Bay for their
support of the project. 
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Important Dates

THE

April 14 - First Day for Yard Waste Pickup
April 15 - Tax Day
April 22 - City Council Meeting - 7pm
April 22 - Earth Day
April 23 - Admin Professionals Day
April 25 - Arbor Day
April 28 - Parks & Docks Mtg - 5:30pm
April 30 - Special Council Meeting - 6pm
May 1 -     Utility Bill Due
May 1 -     May Day
May 5 -     Cinco de Mayo
May 11 -    Mother’s Day
May 13 -    Council Work Session - 6pm
May 13 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
May 17 -    National Kids to Parks Day
May 17 -    Armed Forces Day
May 26 -   Memorial Day - City Closed
May 27 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
May 28 -    Special Council Meeting - 6pm
June 10 -   City Council Meeting - 7pm
June 19 -   Juneteenth - City Closed
June 20 -   Summer Begins
June, 23 -   Parks & Docks Mtg - 5:30pm
June 24 -   City Council Meeting - 7pm
June 25 -   Special Council Meeting - 6pm
July 3 -      City Hall Closed
July 4 -      Independence Day - City Closed
July 8 -      City Council Meeting - 7pm
July 28 -    Parks & Docks Mtg - 5:30pm

"Kindness is the language

which the deaf can hear and

the blind can see." 

– Mark Twain



Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination
An illicit discharge is a discharge of non-stormwater (stormwater runoff being
only rainwater, snowmelt, and surface water runoff) into a storm drain. Illicit
discharges contain high levels of pollutants such as heavy metals, oil, solvents,
nutrients, viruses, and bacteria, all of which are harmful to surface waters and
health. This leads to decreased water quality, harm to aquatic life, and
potential risks to human health if the water is used for recreation or drinking.
By law, illicit discharges are not permitted in a storm drain. Examples of illicit
discharges include sanitary wastewater, oil, chemicals, paint, lawn clippings,
bagged leaves and yard waste from yards, pool water and pesticides. 

Tips for residents:
Take used oil to a recycle center or a fast Oil-Change business.
Revegetate bare or eroding areas of your lawn.
Return old paint to the store where you purchased it.
Secure your trash when placed on the street.
Take all old chemicals, including paints and automobile fluids, to your local
Household
Do not pour fats, oils, or grease into your sink or sewer.
Do not over fertilize your lawn.
Do not put pet waste down a storm drain.
Do not pour household, automotive, or any non-stormwater waste down a
storm drain.
Pump your septic tank every 4 years.
Report any hazardous spills immediately: MPCA Incident Response and
City of Tonka Bay – Todd Schallberg 952.474.2947, email:
tschallberg@cityoftonkabay.net

Introducing our New
City Administrator

CJ Holl

Greetings! I am CJ Holl, the new Tonka 
Bay City Administrator. While new to 
Tonka Bay, I come to town with experie-
nce. I have been in public service for 18 
years as both an appointed and elected 
official. I was a school district finance 
manager and more recently a city and 
county administrator. I was excited to come to Tonka Bay as my dad's
side of the family is from Tonka Bay. Justy and Jerry Holl and their
families are related to me. I have also owned businesses and have a
passion for economic development. I am excited to join Team Tonka
Bay!
CJ
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Spring Yard Care
Summer is just around the corner and with that comes
not only warmer temperatures, spring showers, and also
routine maintenance for your lawn, but increased ways
to pollute our water bodies. When it rains, bare soils
erode and fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, grass
clippings, and leaves all get washed away into our storm
drains and finally reach our water bodies.  

These pollutants can cause problems when it comes to
water quality by changing the temperature of the water,
increasing the amount of nutrients in the water,
changing the pH of the water, and changing the oxygen
content of the water. All of these changes are just plain
bad for the water quality of our rivers and lakes that we
Minnesotans are so proud of. 

So, what can you do this spring to prepare our lawns for
the summer? Here are a few tips that you can use when
you are doing your spring yard chores to keep our water
clean:

Reduce the area of bare soil in your yard by planting
plants to prevent soil erosion. 

Install a rain barrel to catch water coming off of
your roof, to prevent run-off from your property, and
also save money on your monthly water bill. 

Plant native plants that can thrive in this climate
with less maintenance and chemicals.

 
Follow the provided instructions when applying
pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers to ensure that
excess amounts aren’t being used; and avoid the use
of these during drought conditions or when a heavy
rain is predicted. 

Keep pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers in
covered areas. 

Don’t blow grass clippings in the street or down a
storm drain. Consider composting them, bagging
them for curbside pick-up, or just leave grass
clippings in your lawn to act as a natural fertilizer.

 
Mow at least three inches high to help crowd out
weeds and promote deeper roots, making your lawn
more resistant to dry periods. 

Don’t hose off your sidewalk or drive way — sweep
instead to prevent unnecessary run-off from your
property.

Spot treat weeds with herbicides. Take it one step
further and use environmentally friendly, home-made
weed killers like vinegar. 



Minnesota has established specific regulations for electric bicycles (e-bikes)
to ensure their safe and responsible use. Here's an overview of the state's
e-bike laws:​
Operational Requirements:

Regarding age requirements, riders must be at least 15 years old to
operate a Class 3 e-bike. There are no age restrictions for Class 1 and
Class 2 e-bikes. While helmets are not mandatory for riders aged 18 and
above, they are strongly recommended for all riders to enhance safety.
Traffic Laws: E-bike riders have the same rights and responsibilities as
traditional bicyclists, including obeying traffic signals and yielding to
pedestrians. Hand signals are required when turning or stopping.​
Passengers are not allowed on e-bikes that are designed for a single
rider.

Where You Can Ride:
Roadways and bike lanes: E-bikes can be operated on roads, adhering to
the same rules that govern traditional bicycles.​
Trails: While many trails allow e-bike usage, some may have restrictions,
especially for Class 3 e-bikes. It's advisable to check local regulations
before riding on specific trails.​

Equipment and Safety Standards:
E-bikes in Minnesota do not require registration, licensing, or
insurance, simplifying their use compared to motor vehicles.
Additionally, e-bikes must be equipped with a white front light visible
from 500 feet and a red rear reflector visible from 600 feet when
used at night. Brakes should be capable of skidding on dry, level
pavement, and a bell or horn audible from at least 100 feet is
required to alert others.
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Ride Safe, Ride Smart on E - Bikes in MN 

Summer Employment Opportunity Yard Waste Collection
Begins Monday, April 14
Mark your calendars for Monday, April 14, 2025! 
Republic Services will begin picking up your yard waste
every Monday until November 24, 2025.
If you would like a Yard Waste Container (30, 60, or 90
gallon options) please contact City Hall at 952-474-7994.
Yard waste (grass clippings, leaves, and soft garden
material) can be placed directly into yard waste
containers. For those who do not have a container, yard
waste must be placed in compostable plastic bags or in
paper brown craft bags. Bags should be placed curbside
and separate from your garbage and recycling containers.
Branches and brush should be bundled and tied with
natural fiber twine, a maximum of 4 feet long and 12
inches in diameter (the size of a golf bag).

National Kids to Parks Day
National Kids to Parks Day is an annual event celebrated
on the third Saturday in May to encourage children and
families to explore parks, public lands, and outdoor
spaces. The day is organized by the National Park Trust
and aims to promote outdoor play, environmental
stewardship, and appreciation for nature.

Date: Saturday, May 17, 2025

Further details on events to come. Please watch for
updates from the Parks and Docks Commission on the city
website, Facebook, and Instagram.

Sign Up for Citywide
Email Blasts!
To receive current and future notable information from
the City of Tonka Bay, please visit
www.cityoftonkabay.net. On the main page go to residents,
next click on Email Subscription Service. Enter your name
and email address, then select your notification options
and submit. 

Don’t forget to confirm the email that will be sent to you.

You can also call City Hall at 952-474-7994 and provide
your information as well. We would be more than happy to
help.

Tonka Bay is hiring for a Public Works Seasonal Maintenance Position. Up to
$20 per hour DOQ. The position runs from May to September. Performs a
variety or non-supervisory public works tasks. Assists with the maintenance
and upkeep of city property, parks, trails, and streets. Operates light
equipment such as riding mower and weed trimmer. The ideal candidate
will be enthusiastic, responsible, and a self-starter with positive attitude.
Must have the ability to work independently. Minimum qualifications: At
least 18 years of age. Possess a Valid Minnesota driver’s license. Must have
the ability to lift 35-50 pounds frequently and work independently outdoors
for 40 hours per week.  Desired qualifications: Experience working with
maintenance equipment independently, or similar in nature. 
Work hours: 6 am to 2 pm Monday - Thursday, and 6 am to 10 am Friday
from May through September 2025. For more information visit
www.cityoftonakbay.net. Please submit employment application to City Hall
or email clerk@cityoftonkabay.net.
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Water Hardness
The City of Tonka Bay’s water hardness is 7.6 grains

Birch Bluff Road
Construction on Birch Bluff Road scheduled to begin on
April 7, with an expected timeline of about three months. 
For project updates contact WSB at 651-217-1514.



CITY OF TONKA BAY

Boat Slides Available
Although the wait for a boat slip can take several years for a
resident on the waiting list, there are still boat slides available. 
Slides are for boats that do not exceed 16 feet in length. The 2025
boat slide fee is $120 for residents and $240 for non-residents. 
Please visit the city website at www.cityoftonkabay.net, under
municipal docks, for further information. Feel free to contact City
Hall as well, 952-474-7994.

City Contact Information
4901 Manitou Road
Tonka Bay, MN 55331

City Hall: 952.474.7994
Public Works: 952.474.2947
After Hours Emergency: 612.750.3600

City Administrator: CJ Holl
City Clerk: Janell Gildemeister
City Treasurer: Annie Britt

Consumer Confidence Reports (CCRs)
Tonka Bay 2024 Drinking Water Report - also known as water quality
reports or drinking water quality reports, provide you with important
information about the quality of your drinking water. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) re-quires every community
water supplier to provide a CCR to its customers. This report
contains our monitoring results from January 1 to December 31, 2024.
The full report can be found on our website at:
www.cityoftonkabay.net/ccr

CITY OF TONKA BAY Have a safe and Happy Spring

Senior Discount Available for
Garbage & Recycling
Did you know that senior residents in Tonka
Bay may qualify for a reduced rate on
garbage and recycling services? If your
household is age 65 or older, you could save
on your quarterly utility bill!

How to Qualify:
✅ Everyone in household must be age 65
or older
✅ Income must not exceed the income
standard listed on application.
✅ Provide proof of age and income

If you think you’re eligible, apply today!
Applications can be found on the city
website, www.cityoftonkabay.net, go to
RESIDENTS > UTILITY INFO > GARBAGE &
RECYCLING
For any questions, please feel free to reach
out to Annie Britt, City Treasurer, at 952-474-
7994 or abritt@cityoftonkabay.net

A Little Known Fact...
TONKA BAY, a city of one square mile developed as a major summer
resort area in Excelsior Township, section 27, bears a name
abbreviated from Minnetonka. It was incorporated as a village on
September 16, 1901, the same area authorized for incorporation in
1879 as Minnetonka Lake Park, but was never developed; it had a post
office, 1896-1920, to handle mail formerly distributed through
Excelsior.

Or ig ina l  Lake  Park
Hote l

The  Twin  C i t ies  Rap id
Trans i t  Company

purchased  the  Lake
Park  Hote l  and

changed  i ts  name to
The  Tonka  Bay  Hote l

in  1908


