
As you probably have noticed, the sacred soils have begun to move away from city hall to
their final resting place in the city. It took a significant amount of time to align a number
of Federal and State agencies, but I’m happy to report we achieved this goal in late May.
Even with the final sign-off, however, the heavy rain we continue to receive has added an
additional level of difficulty for the work crews, requiring them to navigate seemingly
non-stop changes to the work schedule. Rest assured that we are nearing the end and
should be able to wrap things completely in August.

In addition to moving back to a degree of normalcy, as the city finishes the final aspects
of the street and utility projects, the final sign-off from all of the powers that be unlocked
a $3M Federal grant which will be deposited in city coffers throughout the summer as we
submit our pay vouchers. This enables the city to meet our financial obligations, while
also minimizing the tax impact on residents.

The project has certainly not been without its twists and turns and I would like to thank
everyone for their fortitude and patience as we’ve made our way through this journey –
the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, the tribal nations, the city staff, our consultants, the
contractor, and most importantly all of the residents. It’s been a lot, for everyone. I look
forward to seeing the final product and the assurance that we now have reliable water in
25% of the city.

There is still work ahead. Much of the city is still in need of infrastructure improvement as
watermain breaks continue to occur in our ancillary lines. We will have a final street
improvement capital plan for the rest of the city by the end of our budget process this
year that we will post on the website once it’s completed. This will provide a rough guide
that may need to be adjusted in future years depending on unforeseen financial
obligations, but should position the city to plan in the years to come and give all residents
some sense for when their streets will be improved. We are prioritizing streets based on
the greatest need.

While Lakeview and Wildhurst are slotted next for improvement, the timeline that was
planned for 2026 will need to be pushed back. Initial budget numbers we are seeing come
through for Police and Fire next year are much higher than anticipated and are applying
downward pressure on the city’s ability to move forward with its infrastructure needs. We
are continuing to work on both of these budgets, in conjunction with the other cities in
our Joint Powers Agreement and our first responders, to see where cost savings can be
found to minimize the tax levy and enable them to get their job done.

Thank you again for your patience and support as we work through the business of the
city. Enjoy the rest of the summer and I’ll see you again on our next quarterly installment!

-Adam Jennings
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July 22 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
July 27 -     Parents Day
July 28 -    Parks & Docks Mtg - 5:30pm
Aug 12 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
Aug 25 -    Parks & Docks Meeting - 5:30pm
Aug 26 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
Sept 1 -      Labor Day - City Closed
Sept 7 -      Grandparents Day
Sept 9 -      City Council Meeting - 7pm
Sept 20 -    City Wide Fall Clean-up
Sept 22 -    Parks & Docks Mtg - 5:30pm
Sept 23 -    City Council Meeting - 7pm
Oct 14 -      City Council Meeting - 7pm
Oct 27 -      Parks & Docks Meeting - 5:30pm
Oct 28 -      City Council Meeting - 7pm

Sign Up for Project Updates
Would you like to be notified about construction
updates and current project happenings?

The City’s Engineering firm, WSB Engineering,
has provided residents with a way to be notified
via email on project updates. All you need to do
is email: TonkaBayStreetandUtility@wsbeng.com
or call: 651-217-1514 and request to be added to
the notification list.

There is a link on the City website
www.cityoftonkabay.net

under Latest News
Road Project Updates

“Even if I knew that tomorrow
the world would go to pieces, I
would still plant my apple tree.”
— Martin Luther



An illicit discharge is a discharge of non-stormwater (stormwater runoff being only
rainwater, snowmelt, and surface water runoff) into a storm drain. Illicit discharges
contain high levels of pollutants such as heavy metals, oil, solvents, nutrients, viruses,
and bacteria, all of which are harmful to surface waters and health. This leads to
decreased water quality, harm to aquatic life, and potential risks to human health if
the water is used for recreation or drinking. By law, illicit discharges are not
permitted in a storm drain. Examples of illicit discharges include sanitary wastewater,
oil, chemicals, paint, lawn clippings, bagged leaves and yard waste from yards, pool
water and pesticides. Tips for residents:

Take used oil to a recycle center or a fast Oil-Change business.
Revegetate bare or eroding areas of your lawn.
Return old paint to the store where you purchased it.
Secure your trash when placed on the street.
Take all old chemicals, including paints and automobile fluids, to your local Household
Do not pour fats, oils, or grease into your sink or sewer.
Do not over fertilize your lawn.
Do not put pet waste down a storm drain.
Do not pour household, automotive, or any non-stormwater waste 

      down a storm drain.
Pump your septic tank every 4 years.

A unique and culturally significant 
effort is unfolding in Tonka Bay, where 
thousands of cubic yards of soil, 
unearthed during a public infrastruct-
ure project, are being carefully repatri-
ated to honor Dakota burial grounds.
The soil was excavated from a known 
Native American burial site during road and utility upgrades. In compliance
with federal and state preservation laws—including the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)—the City halted work and
began consulting with tribal representatives, including those from the Upper
and Lower Sioux communities.
After guidance from the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council (MIAC), a plan was
developed to return the soil to a nearby location within Tonka Bay. The
proposed reburial site, roughly five acres near Pleasant Avenue and Lilah Lane,
borders existing burial grounds but avoids sensitive wetlands. 
The process has sparked public debate. While many residents have expressed
respect for the effort, others have raised concerns about dust, traffic, and
environmental impacts. City officials and engineers worked closely with both
tribal leaders and neighbors to balance preservation with community needs.
Tribal monitors praised the respectful engagement of residents visiting the site
and reiterated the City’s commitment to a thoughtful, lawful resolution. Council
officials stated the situation is “sensitive,” but ultimately a chance to do what’s
right. This repatriation effort reflects a broader shift in infrastructure planning
—one that acknowledges the past and honors Native traditions in the present.

Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination

Sacred Soils Repatriation
Underway in Tonka Bay
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Sign up For City Email Blast
To receive current and future notable
information from the City of Tonka Bay,
please visit www.cityoftonkabay.net
You must confirm the email that will be
set to you. You can also call City Hall at
952-474-7994 and provide your
information as well. We would be more
than happy to help.

City Council meetings are held on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month and begin
at 7pm. Parks & Docks Commission
Meetings are held the 4  Monday of the
month and begin at 5:30pm. Meeting
details can be found on our website at:
www.cityoftonkabay.net.

th

Meeting videos can be viewed on the
City’s website: wwwcityoftonkabay.net

Attend City Meetings

Fall Clean-up Sept 20, 2025
Time to clear out the clutter!
Get your basement, garage, and yard in
shape—Tonka Bay's Fall Clean-Up Day is
happening on Saturday, September 20, at
no additional cost to residents.
Please place all items at the curb before
7:00 a.m. on clean-up day. Items must be
manageable and small enough for one
person to lift.
Let’s keep our community looking its best!

Accepted items include:
Miscellaneous household item such as,
small furniture, disassembled large
furniture, grills (no propane tanks), toilets,
sinks, clothing. Carpet (must be bundled
in less than four-foot lengths). Small
amounts of construction debris.
Items must be placed in an area no bigger
than 8 x 8 foot.

Items not accepted:
Appliances and electronics, anything with
a cord. Mattresses, railroad ties, shingles,
concrete, auto batteries, oil, paint,
hazardous chemicals. Please call Republic
Services at 952-941-5174 to schedule a
special item pick-up.


