History

Circa 10,000 B.C. — Tonka Bay forms during the recession of the last glaciation — the Wisconsin.
Upper and Lower Lake Minnetonka and the peninsula and bays that now make up Tonka Bay forms
as the ice sheet retreats.

1852 — Signing of Treaty of Traverse des Sioux that opens up the Lake Minnetonka area to white
settlement.

1852 —Territorial Governor Alexander Ramsey explores Lake Minnetonka and officially names it
“Minne” (Sioux for water) and “Tonka” (Sioux for big or strong).

1853 — Reverend Stephen Hull comes to the area. He creates the first narrows, “Hull’'s Narrows,”
located nearby present-day County Road 19 north of West Point Road. The Narrows allows boats to
pass between Upper and Lower Lake Minnetonka.

1864 - Horticulturist Peter Gideon claimed 160 acres (0.65 km?) in what would become Tonka Bay.
Here he propagated the "Wealthy" apple, which can survive the harsh Minnesota winters, named for
his wife Wealthy Hull.

1879 — The Lake Park Hotel is built as part of the Chautaugua movement.

1887 — Old Orchard House is built by John Finley Wilcox. He plants hundreds of acres of orchards
that once stood alongside County Road 19.

1890 — Fred B. Snyder buys the 28-acre Clay Cliffe Estate for $56.

1901 — Tonka Bay incorporates in response to the need to provide services for its increasingly stable
population. Wilcox becomes Tonka Bay's first mayor.

1904 —Tonka Bay elementary school is built.

1908 — The Twin City Rapid Transit Company purchases the Lake Park Hotel and changes its name
to the Tonka Bay Hotel. It closes in 1911.

1911 — The first bridge over the narrows is built in Tonka Bay.

1913 —Tonka Bay Marine is founded by the Westman Family.

1953 —Tonka Bay’s elementary school becomes Tonka Bay Village Hall.
1955 — Minnetonka Plaza constructed.

Late 1980s to mid 1990s— New developments are built on the grounds of great estates of the past,
such as the Clay Cliffe Estate, Arbor Shores, and the W.O. Winston Estate, now known as the
subdivision of Gideon’s Point.

2002 - Police/Fire Campus constructed.

2003 to 2004 — Plaza renamed Tonka Village Shopping Center, Liquor Store sold to County for
demolition to make way for County Road 19 reconstruction.

2011 - 12 boat slips were added to the City Marina.
2016 - City Monument installed at southern town border.
2017 — City Monument at northern town border.

Formerly part of Excelsior Township, Tonka Bay was incorporated as an independent village in
1901.
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