
RESOLUTION NO. 20-47 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING VARIANCES FOR TO MODIFY 5 FEET OF GRADE FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INSTALLING STAIRS THAT CONNECT THE UPPER AND LOWER PATIOS 
OFF THE LAKESIDE OF THE HOME, TO HAVE AN IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AMOUNT UP 

TO 26.58 PERCENT, TO FINISH A GRADE WITH A SLOPE OF 60 PERCENT, TO MODIFY 5 
FEET OF GRADE TO INSTALL THE PROPOSED LAKESIDE PATIOS, AND TO PLACE 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 4 FEET FROM THE ORDINARY HIGH WATER LINE AT THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 30 OLD ORCHARD LANE - PID: 28-117-23-24-0009 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Tonka Bay is a municipal corporation, organized and existing 
under the laws of the State of Minnesota; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tonka Bay has adopted zoning regulations in 
the Municipal Code to promote orderly development and utilization of land within the city; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ryan Slipka (“Applicant”) submitted an application on behalf of Sandy and 
Rob LaPrade (“Property Owners”); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner owns the property located at 30 Old Orchard Lane 
(“Property”), which is legally described as follows: 

 
That part of Lot 2, "John F Wilcox Addition" lying Westerly and Northwesterly of the 
following described line: Beginning at a point on the Southwesterly line of said lot 2, 
which point is distant 215.00 feet Northwesterly from the Southeasterly corner of said Lot 
2, as measured along the Southwesterly line thereof; thence Northeasterly a distance of 
163.00 feet more or less to a point on the Northeasterly line of said Lot 2, which point is 
distant 132.94 feet Northwesterly from the Northeasterly corner of said Lot 2, as 
measured along the Northeasterly line thereof. 
 
Together with a non-exclusive perpetual easement for driveway purposes 12 feet in 
width, the centerline of which is described as follows: Beginning at the Northeasterly 
corner of Lot 2, John F Wilcox Addition; thence Southerly along the Easterly line of said 
Lot 2, a distance of 23 feet; thence deflecting 93 degrees 13 minutes to the right and 
running Northwesterly 104.33 feet; thence deflecting 18 degrees 48 minutes to the left 
and running Southwesterly 42.95 feet; thence deflecting 17 degrees 34 minutes to the 
left and running Southwesterly 30.75 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the 
Southeasterly boundary of the premises and there terminating; the outside limits of said 
12 foot wide strip are shortened or extended to their respective intersections with the 
above boundary line and said Easterly line of Lot 2. 
 
And together with a non-exclusive perpetual easement for sewer purposes 10 feet in 
width, the centerline of said 10 foot wide strip being described as follows: Commencing 
at the Northeasterly corner of said Lot 2; thence Southerly along the Easterly line of said 
Lot 2 a distance of 14.37 feet to the actual point of beginning of the centerline to be 
described; thence deflecting 99 degrees 00 minutes 20 seconds to the right for a 
distance of 101.5 feet; thence deflecting 29 degrees 10 minutes to the left for a distance 
of 57.94 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the Southeasterly boundary of the 
premises and there terminating; the outside limits of said 10 foot wide strip are 
shortened or extended to their perspective intersections with the above described 
boundary line and said Easterly line of Lot 2. 



Hennepin County, Minnesota; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Property is located within the R-1A zoning district within the Shoreland 
Overlay; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant is requesting the following: 
 

• A variance to modify 5 feet of grade where the maximum amount is 2 feet 
• A variance for a maximum impervious surface of 26.58 percent where the maximum 

is 25 percent 
• A variance to locate impervious surface 4 feet from the ordinary high water line 

where the minimum setback distance is 50 feet 
• A variance for finished slope with a grade of 60 percent where the maximum grade 

is 30 percent 
 

WHEREAS, Thomas Ramler-Olson, Assistant City Planner, and Nick Preisler, City 
Engineer, issued a report dated July 9, 2020 on the application prepared and submitted by the 
Applicant, analyzing the request made in relation to city ordinance criteria and made 
recommendations if the request was approved by the City Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the request on July 14, 2020 and held a public 
hearing, following the required notices and publication; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council, following the public hearing and deliberation on the 
variance requests, directed staff to prepare a resolution for their consideration, and having 
considered the application, the staff report, and the resolution prepared by staff, makes the 
following findings of fact: 

1. The variances are in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the ordinance. 
2. The variances are consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
3. The proposed features are reasonable uses for the property. 
4. Based upon the facts presented, the existing impervious surface amount, the 

existence of impervious surface within setback from the ordinary high water line, the 
existing slope on the lakeside of the property, and the need to provide a low impact 
connection between upper and lower patios off the lakeside of the home are unique 
features of the property. 

5. The variances will not alter the essential character of the locality. 
6. Granting the requested variances will not impair an adequate supply of light and air 

to adjacent parcels. 
7. Granting the variances will not unreasonably increase congestion in the public 

streets. 
8. Granting the variances will not diminish or impair established property values in the 

neighborhood. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Tonka Bay 
hereby approve the following requests as shown on the Plans provided by the Applicant: 

 



• Variances for to modify 5 feet of grade for the purpose of installing stairs that 
connect the upper and lower patios off the lakeside of the home, to have an 
impervious surface amount up to 26.58 percent, to finish a grade with a slope of 
60 percent, to modify 5 feet of grade to install the proposed lakeside patios, and 
to place impervious surface 4 feet from the ordinary high water line; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Applicant must meet the 

following conditions related to the CUP approval: 
1. Construction shall occur in substantial conformance with the plans presented at the 

July 14, 2020 City Council meeting. 
2. The applicant must obtain all other permits as may be required. 
3. The applicant shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules 

and ordinances. 
4. The applicant must adhere to and remain in compliance with the requirements of 

this Resolution, applicable performance standards, and such other requirements as 
may apply. 

5. All conditions of these variances must be complied with, shall run with the land, and 
shall not in any way be affected by the subsequent sale, lease or other change from 
current ownership of the Property. 

6. This Resolution is subject to the condition that all representations, written and oral, 
made by the Applicant and its agents and representatives to the City contained in 
and concerning the Applicant’s application for the variances must have been true, 
complete and accurate at the time they were made, and that they remain true and 
accurate for the duration of the variances. 

7. By undertaking the activities approved by the request, the applicant agrees to all 
conditions.. 

 
PASSED AT A REGULAR MEETING of the Tonka Bay City Council this 14th day of July, 

2020. 
 
 Motion introduced by_______________ and seconded by _________. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 Ayes – 
 Nays – 
 Absent – 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Gerry De La Vega, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kathy Laur, Administrator 


