
Resident Letter:  Item 7A – Proposed Ordinance 20-06 Fire Lanes Hours of Operation Public Hearing 

City Council and Staff, 

Thank-you for the opportunity for public involvement.  I will try to explain how terrible the proposed 
code change is, present an idea to actually help the resident who complained, and give two solutions to 
the source of the problem. 

The Item 7A’s title include Fire Lane Hours of Operation, but the changing of the Fire Lanes Hours of 
Operation is not being presented at all.  Other things entirely different are.  The motor vehicle Hours of 
Operation on the Fire Lanes is being added.  A big mystery to me that I hope gets explained is the 
reasoning behind moving the rules from Zoning Ordinance to City Code.  Per state statute it seems 
perfectly fit in the City Zoning Ordinance, and no discussion or reason has been given for the change.  
The requirement that the Fire Lanes be located, identified, and designated use be on the Zoning map 
has been eliminated, with no discussion from staff or council about it.  The word “only” has been added 
into the Class I and II Fire Lanes, again with no discussion.  The impacts on that change to many of our 
residents would be dramatic.  Class I Fire Lane #15 alone has 3 residential driveways per survey provided 
by City Hall.  Although I believe a typo, Class IV 12- Hill Fire Lane is now described as ‘shall only be used 
for winter vehicular traffic access to the lake’, and the winter vehicular traffic access for Fire lanes 5 and 
18 has been removed.   

This is such a mess just throw it all out.  There have been no formal complaints.  I hope this is not a good 
example of the work being done at City Hall.  And hopefully this is not a result of ill will held by the 
Mayor, Council, or Staff.   

Could Council or staff please request the Police Chief to give his opinion on if this code change will help 
Mr. Brackett, the well-respected resident that got this ball rolling?  Will the police be able to enforce the 
new code better than the old code?  Could staff pull surveys for all the Fire Lane’s so we could get a 
better understanding on how the code changes would affect many residents. 

This code change will not help Mr. Brackett.  Asking the police department for increased patrols for the 
already illegal parking during dawn/dusk of early ice season would be an easy start and likely solve Mr. 
Brackett’s annoyance.  Putting a sign such as “no parking to unload” may be needed, sort of opposite 
but similar to “parking to unload only” sign at Fire Lane #5 near the boat launch. 

The start of this Agenda Item was caused by not having the hours of operation for the Fire Lanes posted 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year.)  Instead only having the hours for the 
snowmobiles posted.  Mr. Brackett and Councilmember Anderson both have stated that snowmobiles 
aren’t a big deal, not like they once were.  I suggest either posting the hours of operation for the Fire 
Lanes (24/7) or remove the restriction on snowmobile use to eliminate this confusion to the public in 
the future.    

Thank-you again for the opportunity for public involvement.  I hope that move to postpone the question 
indefinitely, can find another way to actually help Mr. Brackett, and find a way to remove the confusion 
of the Fire Lane hours of operation. 

Dennis Richards 

5100 Manitou Road, Tonka Bay, MN 55331 


